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Position Paper for the Commission on Narcotic Drugs

The issues before the committee are the following: Building Partnerships in the Reduction of Cross-National Drug Trafficking, Eliminating Drug Supplies through Alternative Development, and Developing Drug Information Systems to Ensure Global Comparability. 

I.  Building Partnerships in the Reduction of Cross-National Drug Trafficking

The interdependence of the global economy has established drug trafficking as a transnational activity; consequently, combating the illicit drug trade system is an issue that needs to be addressed by the entire global community. The illicit drug trade system is interlinked with other cross-national criminal activities, including human trafficking, arms trafficking, and globally-networked terrorism. Cross-national drug trafficking is a global malady that hinders economic growth and destabilizes governments. We believe it is essential to send, world-wide, the powerful message of unity, commitment, and the shared responsibility of confronting the challenges and addressing the problem of the drug trafficking activities.  Jamaica strongly supports the principles stated in the 1998 Political Declaration the Bridgetown Declaration of Principles, and we promote as a blueprint for drug control co-ordination the Barbados Plan of Action for Drug Control Co-ordination and Co-operation in the Caribbean.

Jamaica has strengthened the effort to demand reduction, through relevant programs set forth in the Bridgetown Declaration of Principles, by promoting international judicial co-operation to counter money-laundering activities and curtailing the profits of the drug trafficking channels. Specifically, we have established a Justice Training Institute for the strengthening and improvement of our judicial administration procedures. In addition, we have adopted a Regional Drug Law Enforcement Training Center and finalized our Drug Control Master Plan. Moreover, Jamaica has drastically increased the penalties for drug trafficking activities by expropriating the assets of convicted drug dealers, criminalizing money laundering, and allowing the State to enter into mutual legal assistance treaties with other countries, there-by permitting extradition. The Governments of CARICOM have established an Intergovernmental Task Force on Drugs, which we currently chair, to develop an implementation schedule establishing regional priorities based on the Barbados Plan of Action and Caribbean/United States, regional and international treaties and reports. To strengthen such efforts, we emphasize the need for technical and financial support as well as better trans-border collaboration and international solidarity in the fight against drug trafficking. 

Jamaica considers an international bond of unity and commitment to an international collaboration necessary for combating the global drug trafficking malady. Therefore, we strongly advocate financial and technical assistance from the USAID, IMF, European Union, World Bank, and other international organizations that are committed to suppressing cross-national criminal activity, to direct their resources to the supply and transit countries that are affected by international criminal activity. Additionally we highlight the importance of supporting victims and offering the necessary assistance to the vulnerable social strata in every country affected by illicit drug trafficking activities. Furthermore, Jamaica is willing to collaborate with our partners in improving the national legal frameworks in ways that will better control and prevent criminal drug trafficking channels and develop the most appropriate infrastructure in fighting organized crime. In addition, Jamaica encourages countries to disburse the funds obtained from the seized assets towards the victims of drug related crimes, as well as invest in education programs, health security and judicial infrastructure.
II.   Eliminating Drug Supplies through Alternative Development
Alternative Development is a term that was officially introduced by the General Assembly in the Political Declaration at its 20th Special Session on drug control in June 1998. It is a policy strategy that encourages countries to suppress the cultivation of illicit drugs through designed rural development measures which support the principles of sustainable development and encourage economic growth. Currently, this issue has gained important consideration, since the illicit growth of opium poppy and coca bush, even though prohibited in many countries, is increasing at alarming levels. The dilemma, however, is that most of the farmers in the supply countries, many of whom who are solely dependent on crop sales, exist on the gains derived from the cultivation of these illicit, but lucrative, drug crops. In the long run, such agricultural dependence on illicit crops is highly unsustainable. Jamaica welcomes international efforts in providing technical, financial and scientific support in implementing alternative development programs. 
Jamaica has adopted the Action Plan on International Co-operation on the Eradication of Illicit Crops and Alternative Development as a means of implementing different strategies for alternative development. This Action Plan is a commitment by Member States to prohibit the cultivation of both coca and opium within the borders of the signatory countries until 2008; the success of this plan is dependent on means of alternative development. We applaud this effort for, though we are not directly affected by the cultivation of the illicit crops, we have been thrown into the drug trafficking route of illicit drugs, especially cocaine. Along with our CARICOM partners, we understand that curtailing the supply is a necessary element to successfully suppress the criminal business of international drug trafficking. Thus, Jamaica is loyal to the idea of prohibiting the cultivation of cocoa and opium.

Jamaica emphasizes the need for international financial, technical and scientific assistance directed towards the supply and transit chain countries, in order to successfully suppress the cultivation of cocoa and opium. We firmly believe that such assistance will allow affected countries to take full advantage of international expertise. Jamaica supports the supply-side countries in their requests for better access to markets for alternative development products, in order to strengthen their licit economy, and enhance their return to the economic and social development mainstream. Moreover, Jamaica advocates the economic and productive strategy of income substitution, which requires identifying sustainable agricultural alternatives.  Jamaica sees great promise in the political, organizational, social, environmental strategy of empowering women in the fight against drugs. Ultimately, Jamaica realizes that currently one of the greatest challenges for the international community is addressing the cultivation problem of cannabis. However, we recommend that be allowed to build upon prior medical knowledge that concerns the cannabis plant. Specifically, we draw attention to the work of Jamaican scientists on cannabis as an effective treatment for glaucoma. Therefore, Jamaica encourages the international community to find innovative solutions that involve the controlled and humanitarian use of cannabis.  
III.   Developing Drug Information Systems to Ensure Global Comparability

The new world economy has become exceedingly flexible due to the rapidly expanding flow of, among other things, information and technology. Groups that are connected technologically greatly benefit in ways that others who are disconnected, or only lightly penetrated, do not. Unfortunately, in the former category are drug traffickers, who take advantage of the interdependence of economies and have become the dominant actors in the international market. In Jamaica’s view, their dominance in the market has contributed to the diversion of a substantial amount of funds from national economies that could have been used efficiently in generating welfare for those societies. Hence, we highly support the universal access to basic communications and information services such as the Drug Abuse Epidemiological and Surveillance System Project and the Caribbean Drug Information Network (CARIDIN). As the Pearl of the Caribbean, we encourage UN member states to continue working on technological innovations that can assure developing countries will have a functioning system for communication, thus providing these regions with adequate equipment in fighting the global drug trade.

Jamaica is committed to supporting CND in its mission of developing an information system and working towards meeting the goals agreed upon in the Political Declaration. Furthermore, we emphasize the important task of organizing and ensuring the reliability of the collected data as well as the availability to benefit the global community. We have taken important steps, along with our CARICOM partners, to ensure the development of an integrated drug information system in the Caribbean region through the CARIDIN project. Also, CARICOM has worked collaboratively with the European Union on the Drug Abuse Epidemiological and Surveillance System Project approved in late 1999 under the 8th European Development Fund. This established a sound database and “early warning” surveillance system to assist national and regional policy makers in responding adequately to changing drug abuse patterns and trends, thus contributing to the abatement of drug abuse in the region. Jamaica is pleased that the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission has also collaborated with CARICOM and the European Union on the project by developing the Inter-American Uniform Drug Use Data System to improve the collection of comparable statistical information on the consumption of psychoactive substances within the region. 

Jamaica understands the complexity of adopting and enforcing an international information system due to political, economic, cultural and communication barriers worldwide. We reaffirm the UN responsibility for the development of a global drug information system that enhances the global data comparability used by public policy decision makers as well as provides the general public with a better access to information. Accordingly, we advocate further investment and allocation of funds in supporting new projects that contribute to restructuring the regional and national network capacities within developing countries. We recommend as a key strategy for ensuring drug abuse surveillance activities the adequate training of personnel to enable the administration of national surveys and ensure the reliability of data for global comparability. Jamaica stands ready to work with its international and regional partners, as well as the private sector and civil society, to help the Committee reach these goals.
