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The issues before the General Assembly Plenary are the following: Structuring and Implementation of the New Human Rights Council, Protection of the Rights of Migrant Workers, and Developing International Partnerships to Combat the Spread of Diseases Resulting from Environmental Degradation. 

I. Structuring and Implementation of the New Human Rights Council
The United Nations is mandated by its Charter to promote universal respect for human rights. It is therefore necessary for an organ to exist that deals with issues relating to this purpose. An effective structure for the new Human Rights Council (HRC) is imperative, because its predecessor organization did not fully succeed in carrying out the full range of human rights oversight work. The new HRC, if structured well and bolstered by significant political will by the Member States, will ensure that the work the United Nations is mandated to do is accomplished. Jamaica is committed to keeping the HRC from falling victim to the hardships and difficulties the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) suffered; we welcome the New Human Rights Council and are fully behind its proposed goals.  The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights form the bedrock human rights standard and guide this Committee’s work.
Clearly, the respect for and promotion of human rights is of the utmost importance to UN Member States. Jamaica supports the new HRC, because we believe that the needed reform will bring an end to the excessive politicization and adversarial approaches which weakened the operations of the CHR. Jamaica believes that each country should be subjected to the same level of scrutiny, but we also believe that a nation’s specific cultural and historic characteristics should have some bearing on corrective action. Jamaica is a full member of all of the main UN human rights instruments. We remain committed to future developments and, for example, are set to ratify the new UN Convention on Protecting the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities; we urge the international community to do the same. In addition, our Government recently passed the Trafficking in Persons Act, which finds its legal and human rights basis in the UN Convention on Transnational Organized Crime and its supplementary agreement, the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, both of which Jamaica fully endorses. With its regional partners, Jamaica seeks to deepen a human rights ethos in the work of the Caribbean Court of Justice, the Caribbean Council for Human and Social Development and the Charter of Civil Society for the Caribbean (CCSC). Article II of the CCSC promotes respect for the rights and freedoms of others and for the public interest. 
In the spirit of our motto “Out of Many, One People,” Jamaica believes that the new Human Rights Council should aim to apply the same level of scrutiny to each country but that corrective measures should be sensitive to each nation’s circumstances. In order to make the HRC more successful in achieving its goals, there must be in place a system that provides benchmarks for the review of states’ reports. The objective would be to identify the positives and negatives in state practice, with a commitment to enacting measures necessary to correct the weaknesses found and to recognize progress where it occurs. Further, having considered the common human rights challenges within the Caribbean Community, Jamaica proposes the formation of subcommittees within HRC that would help strengthen regional efforts to bolster human rights practices across borders.   Jamaica believes that it, along with its CARICOM partners as well as regional groupings worldwide, would benefit from corrective measures that are informed by regional considerations. 
II. Protection of the Rights of Migrant Workers
There are over 100 million migrant workers worldwide who move from less developed nations to more developed nations in Asia, Europe, and North America who are driven primarily to escape economic instability or pursue economic opportunity. Most developed nations have limitations with regard to the number of legal immigrants that are allowed to enter their countries. This forces many migrant workers to enter the country illegally, after which they are vulnerable to human rights deprivations.  Jamaica fully believes that protecting the universally recognized human rights of migrants, especially in the context of increased migration, is of the utmost importance. The Committee on Migrant Workers and the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, as well as Article 23 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, provide for the equality of rights for migrant workers within and outside of their countries of origin. 
International migration has increased rapidly over the past years; Jamaica has experienced a rate of approximately 20,000 nationals migrating annually over the past four decades. Our government draws attention to the selective policies of developed countries that target skilled professionals while tightening their general immigration laws against unskilled and the young. Deeply disturbed, Jamaica believes that migration policies must be approached in a comprehensive manner and in ways that recognize the multi-dimensional nature of this phenomenon. In this regard, Jamaica implores the international community to avoid the growing tendency to focus only on security and border control issues. Jamaica has ratified the Free Movement of Skilled Persons Act within the Caribbean Single Market which allows skilled migrant workers to move freely within the member states and enjoy the protection of their fundamental human rights and freedoms. We urge our partners to continue to design programs and policies that are fair to the interests of migrant labor and to the economic interests of origin states. 
The Government of Jamaica is deeply convinced that, in our fight to protect the rights of migrant workers, we must first recognize that migrant workers do in fact have rights that should travel with them wherever they go. We therefore propose a resolution to the OHCHR that will guarantee basic human rights to all workers wherever they may work. In this regard, a fund should be established within the ILO to monitor state compliance with this developing norm, which itself emerges from a rising human rights consciousness that parallels the globalization process. In addition to direct, state-sponsored efforts, Jamaica further invites other Member States to encourage their domestic businesses to provide such rights to migrant workers in their own countries. In conclusion, Jamaica commends the work already done by UN agencies and the OHCHR Committee on Migrant Workers, and we are confident that our collective efforts to promote human rights of migrant workers will succeed.
III. Developing International Partnerships to Combat the Spread of Diseases Resulting from Environmental Degradation
The human population is dependent upon the world’s ecosystem; when the ecosystem is altered, we see devastating impacts on health, economy, politics and social well-being, both locally and globally. The impact is greater on Global South countries, which are less able to defend themselves from the impact of environmental degradation. The development of partnerships amongst states, IGOs, NGOs, scientists, and civil society is crucial for any attempt to build the appropriate capacities; developing countries are not able to sufficiently manage their problems independently due to the immense scale of the issue. The main aim of the UN’s Health and Environmental Linkages Initiative (HELI) is to develop such partnerships to promote and facilitate action in developing countries in ways that reduce environmental threats to human health and support comprehensive sustainable development initiatives. 
As the Pearl of the Caribbean, Jamaica is committed to addressing environmental issues both independently and through international partnerships. Jamaica recognizes that our region faces many environmental challenges, making our country and neighboring states vulnerable to the spread of diseases. In order to address these local and global concerns, the government of Jamaica is engaged in multilateral agreements, including the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer. Funding to carry out the work of implementing the Protocol will come from the Protocol’s multilateral fund to support developing countries. In terms to implant of regional efforts, under the Buenos Aires Five Year Program of Work for climate change projects, Jamaica has signed an agreement with the Dutch Government whereby Jamaica will realize $200 million in profits over the next nine years that can be reinvested in capacity-building efforts. In the future, Jamaica would like to work with St. Lucia and other members of our region to expand and deepen mutually-beneficial partnerships that address environmental degradation as the root cause of disease proliferation. 

Jamaica is dismayed that some of our most powerful and developed member states have refused to sign the Kyoto Protocol. Jamaica believes that it is only with complete participation and cooperation that we can effectively reverse global climate change and the devastations that grow from it, including disease proliferation. Jamaica calls upon the international community to recognize the work of prominent NGOs, including the US-based Clinton Global Initiative, and use their successful formulas and funding reserves as precedent for future collaboration on global health initiatives. In conclusion, Jamaica believes that it is only through the continued effort of the UN and all people across the world that we can slow and ultimately stop the predictable suffering caused by disease resulting from environmental degradation. 
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