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Position Paper for the General Assembly Fourth Committee

The issues before the General Assembly Fourth Committee are the following: Improving Regional Partnerships in Peacekeeping Operations, Economic Activities which Affect the Interests of Peoples of Non Self-Governing Territories, and Implementation of the Declaration on Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the Specialized Agencies and the International Institutions Associated with the United Nations.
I. Improving Regional Partnerships in Peacekeeping Operations
World peace and security are central to the work of the United Nations. The UN Charter guarantees the rights to peace and security in failed or failing states via peacekeeping operations. This work can be improved through the effective partnerships of regional organizations. Jamaica believes that shortcomings to regional partnerships in peacekeeping operations have to be clearly identified to be addressed. The Brahimi Report (2000) identifies twenty priorities and serves as a mandate for effective peacekeeping operations; its subsequent Implementation of the Recommendations of the Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations and the Panel on the United Peace Operation reported by the Secretary General serve as additional guidelines that set the work of this Committee in the right direction. We believe that all members of the international community with the capacity to do so should be actively involved in peacekeeping operations in order to strengthen the universal rights to peace and security.

Jamaica, as one of the essential actors in the Caribbean Community, is deeply concerned about weak peacekeeping operations, most immediately in our neighboring country. We urge that more effective peacekeeping occur in that failing state. Jamaica and the members of the Caribbean Community believe that the restitution of peace and democracy in our neighboring country is crucial for a durable stability in the region. We understand that international prevention of conflict is integral to the building of peace and security as set forth in the Brahimi Report; unfortunately, collaboration between UN peacekeepers with regional peacekeepers varies greatly and is often weak. Rapid deployment in peacekeeping operations continues to be an important challenge due to staffing and equipment problems, leading our country in 2005 to agree with the proposal of a standing civilian police force for conflict areas by the Department of Peacekeeping Operations. We also seek to standardize training material in order to guarantee that the personnel involved in peacekeeping missions can effectively achieve the basic objectives set forth in the UN Charter. We strongly support the concept of a strategic reserve; the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of ex-combatants (DDR) as a strategy for successful peacekeeping operations. Jamaica strongly supports the Department of Peacekeeping Operations and follows its indications, especially those regarding the training and the equipment of regional peacekeepers. 

Jamaica is currently providing personnel to two peacekeeping operations located in Eastern and Western-Africa. Building and consolidating peace and security in regions of turmoil is an imperative concern for Jamaica. In this spirit, Jamaica seeks to build on the enhancement of African peacekeepers, with a special focus on logistical, financial, and training matters. We urge that funding and resources be budgeted to prioritize these elements and better ensure success. Jamaica’s motto is, “out of many, one people,” which leads us to urge that the money allotted to the DDR should be disbursed through the United Nations regular budget. In order to eradicate the very causes of conflict in the long-run, Jamaica eventually encourages the international community to devote adequate attention and resources to conflict prevention and a full menu of peace-building measures, with an emphasis on regional operations.
II. Economic Activities which Affect the Interests of Peoples of Non Self-Governing Territories

As a matter of practice, former colonial countries use military, economic, and political mechanisms to maintain command over Non Self-Governing Territories (NSGTs). The result is the exploitation of resources and labor for external economic gain. The Declaration Regarding Non Self-Governing Territories presents guidance and rules amongst those who have or will assume responsibilities for the administration of territories whose peoples have not yet attained a full measure of self-governance. Transforming an economically stricken, colonized territory into an independent, self-governing state is a complex multifaceted endeavor which is unattainable without the recognition of human rights, especially the fundamental right to self-determination. 
Currently, dependent territories are governed more in a logic of exploitation rather than in a spirit of self-determination. As the Pearl of the Caribbean and a past sufferer of colonial rule, Jamaica is in favor of advancing progress in economic activities spelled out in the GA Draft Resolution A/61/412, which positively affect the interests of peoples of NSGTs. History shows that the authoritative rule over many NSGTs operates in on offshore banking, repelling legitimate foreign investors who seek more stable investment climates. Recognizing that assistance and cooperation of the entire global community is required, the United Nations has created Agenda 21- The Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, which urges international agreements that respect the interests of all and protect the integrity of the global environment while serving as the framework for sustainable developmental. Principle II of Agenda 21 claims that states have the sovereign right to exploit their own resources pursuant to their own environmental and developmental policies and needs, principles that must guide the road to full independence for NSGTs. Simultaneous work is happening in the social sector with, for example, the Special Political and Decolonization Committee working for fully operational education systems in NSGTs. 
Jamaica urges the international community to work towards liberalizing the agricultural market of NSGTs, providing the individual territories with the opportunity to invest money into their own state rather than importing needed goods and to gain meaningful control over the use of their natural resources and territory while partnering with developed countries in creative ways. Following this logic in our own homeland, our government is collaborating with the European Union on several projects, including the Eastern Jamaica Agricultural Support Project, the EU Banana Support Programme, and the Poverty Reduction Programme, all of which were designed for full mutual benefits to involved partners. In this same spirit, the EU-Caribbean regional co-operation promotes the economic and social development of NSGTs, such as the Turks and Caicos Islands and the Cayman Islands, and is working toward continued advancement with the Caribbean Community and Common Market (CARICOM) to buffer the small economies in the competitive global marketplace. The security NSGTs is certain if their economies are inserted into the global economy through strong and just trading partnerships that are founded on principles of fairness and mutual benefit. Our government stands ready to help make this happen.  

III. Implementation of the Declaration on Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the Specialized Agencies and the International Institutions Associated with the United Nations

People of non self-governing territories should no longer have to strive for their natural rights, rights that are common and guaranteed to every human being. Currently, many of the authoritative powers in the dependent territories are not implementing or even cooperating with the self-determination and decolonization efforts that are guided by the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples. Decolonization is highly complicated and usually unachievable without a full embracing of the right to self-determination. The right is prominently embodied in Article I of the Charter of the United Nations. By virtue of that right, peoples of non self-governing territories may freely determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development. 
Understanding that self-determination is integral to democratic governance and human rights, Jamaica is adamant about providing essential guidance and education to peoples of the non self-governing territories on the principle of self-determination. General Assembly Resolution 1514 (1960) was written to help ensure self-determination during decolonization efforts but has proven inadequate, because many of the authoritative powers did not fully implement it. 

Since then, the Special Political and Decolonization Committee was created strictly for monitoring the implementation of the Declaration. Much work remains on this issue; the international community must proceed with all due diligence. Jamaica believes that, until there is legitimate self-determination for the peoples of the NSGTs, there is no basis for granting independent status for the territories, whether through unilateral action or the work of the General Assembly. 
Jamaica agrees with the mandate for implementation of decolonization that is supported by integrated networks within United Nations system. The plan will organize the actions already called for into concrete activities, in furtherance of complete decolonization by 2010. The plan calls for the implementation of longstanding directives by the United Nations and identifies areas where independent expertise is crucial. It is divided into eight areas of implementation that are further divided into specific tasks for the various implementing bodies. In order for a territory to head toward full governance, the state must be on the path of becoming constitutionally and economically equipped. Jamaica believes that stronger persistence is needed to guarantee the comprehensive implementation of the Declaration.  The plan of action for the last two decades of widespread decolonization has been far from one of full implementation, whilst the revised mandate will work to reverse the slow progress. Jamaica believes that, short of making such progress, elections in NGSTs are illegitimate, because they generally serve the interests of special groups and/or external powers. Jamaica is ready to assist the Committee to help develop new pathways toward the full independence of NGSTs without undue interference in their unique processes towards self-determination.   
