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                                   Randolph-Macon Woman’s College
Position Paper for the Organization of American States

The issues before the Organization of American States are the following: Special Security Concerns of Small Island States, Organization of American States and Free Trade Areas, and Evaluating Human Rights in the Americas.

I. Special Security Concerns of Small Island States
The Organization of American States is committed to promoting and sustaining democracy throughout the Western hemisphere by strengthening peace and security among its Member States.  Reaffirming Article 2 of the OAS Charter, whose main goal is “to strengthen the peace and security of the continent,” OAS Member States live by a collective sense of solidarity and unity. Deeply convinced that the support of the entire body is required to enhance the security-building measures of Small Island States (SIS), Jamaica reaffirms the Declaration of San Salvador on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures of 1998, which emphasizes the multidimensional scope of SIS security concerns. Further, Jamaica encourages OAS Member States to engage in closer communication in order to eliminate the threats of illegal drug trafficking, illegal trade in arms, natural disasters, corruption, and health-related issues such as HIV/AIDS. 

Together with other hemispheric Small Island States, Jamaica is seriously concerned about the continued trafficking of illegal drugs and the detrimental increase in crime caused by the illicit drug trade. In this regard, Jamaica has a longstanding commitment to the provisions of the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988. Recognizing the need to sanitize its exports and prevent illicit drug cargoes from entering foreign ports, the Inter-American Port Security Training Program was launched in Kingston in 2004. Other challenges arise from the illicit drug trade, including transnational organized crime, money laundering, illegal trade in small arms and light weapons, and criminal activities. Additionally, Jamaica is alarmed by the security threat posed by terrorist activities in all forms. In this respect, Jamaica calls attention to our signing of the 2005 Treaty on the International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism. Further, utilizing monetary assistance from the Global Fund and the World Bank, we have established the Jamaican National HIV/AIDS Strategic Plan aimed at eradicating and preventing its spread throughout the Caribbean. Jamaica acknowledges the tremendous necessity for and advantages of regional co-operation on the aforementioned issues and is steadfastly committed to developing a successful set of agendas that can be collectively implemented by all Member States.
The strategic location of Jamaica in the Caribbean exposes the island to an array of natural, environmental and security threats.  In order for these to be effectively addressed, hemispheric cooperation in preventing, combating and eliminating all forms of organized crime and developing collective responses to key environmental issues is required. Jamaica is committed to the 1996 Barbados Plan of Action which is the principal framework for regional cooperation on drugs, maritime security and law enforcement procedures. Jamaica is willingly engaged in efforts to increase port and airport security along with reinforcing customs procedures through the training of law enforcement officers and the development of more effective security monitoring systems, such as the implementation of x-ray units and closed circuit television systems equipment at problematic port locations. Jamaica’s commitment to enhancing security amongst OAS Member States is further evident in the 1997 establishment of the Caribbean Regional Drug Law Enhancement Training Centre in Kingston aimed at assisting in the training of security personnel throughout the region. In conclusion, Jamaica calls for a united effort from all Member States in eradicating the scourges of transnational organized crime as it recognizes that these issues are not isolated to any individual country and progress can only come from a collaborated effort.
II. Organization of American States and Free Trade Areas
The Organization of American States has made a longstanding commitment to economic development through hemispheric and international cooperation. Reaffirming Article 3 of the OAS Charter that prioritizes economic cooperation as “essential to the common welfare and prosperity of the peoples of the continent,” OAS Member States believe that hemispheric collaboration is essential for building a stable trade system and securing mutually beneficial trade partnerships. The implementation of effective free trade practices has proven to improve the well-being of OAS Member States through facilitation of good trade practices, provision of investment flows, elimination of burdening trade barriers, expansion of domestic markets, and creation of vast job opportunities.  In this respect, the countries seated at the table of the OAS recognize the necessity to share collective resources and opportunities. Pursuing the goal of enhanced trade relations among the Member States of the region, the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas of 1973 establishing the Caribbean Community; the Caribbean Community Single Market and Economy was thus launched and served as an encouraging example of economic integration and unity in Americas. An important member of the OAS family, Jamaica acknowledges the tremendous significance of establishing closer regional economic ties. Jamaica is convinced that in order to unlock the richness of the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA), the OAS community must deliberate the FTAA’s beneficial provisions regarding the removal of trade barriers, promotion of prosperity, and protection of workers’ rights. Jamaica believes that a hemisphere-wide free trade area will serve to expand the reach of domestic markets to 800 million potential customers, especially in the areas of services. Fully aware of the economic magnitude of free trade, Jamaica has committed itself to the cause by signing in 2006 the document of implementation of the Caribbean Community Single Market. Keeping in mind that diversity of trade partners is a crucial factor for economic stability, Jamaica maintains vibrant economic partnerships with the European Union states, which account for more than thirty per cent of our exports. In this spirit, Jamaica encourages OAS Member States not only to commit to the OAS-Charter principle of continental solidarity, but also to embrace trade opportunities offered by European partnerships. 

Deeply convinced that the Western hemispheric free trade area is a catalyst for maximizing economic capacities of the Member States and for strengthening diplomatic integration between them, Jamaica encourages OAS Member States to overcome the disharmony over FTAA acceptance. Further, in the face of opening to a dynamic globalized market, Jamaica urges the OAS Member States to prioritize the role of the private sector participation in national economic development. We are convinced that the retooling and modernizing of the production means within factories and farms are necessary. In this regard, we believe that a nationally funded upgrading of the production structures aimed at establishing niches in international markets serves as a means to realize the vision of highly competitive production mix of goods and services. Jamaica affirms that close economic partnerships, such as Caribbean Community Single Market, is the key that can unlock the challenges of the global capitalist markets. In conclusion, Jamaica encourages the members of the hemispheric family to consider the FTAA as integral to their strategic trade options, the implementation of which will enhance regional cooperation, effective economic collaboration, and strengthened investment mechanisms. 

III. Evaluating Human Rights in the Americas

Evaluation of human rights in the Western hemisphere is a highly complex and a multi-faceted task involving the assessment of regional and national human rights enforcement policies and actions. Deeply convinced that economic, social, and political human rights are the irreplaceable elements of the democratic development formula, Jamaica reaffirms the provisions of the American Convention on Human Rights in which the basic civil rights are defined. Bearing in mind that human rights undergo constant evolution, the role of human rights evaluation can not be underestimated by the Member States. In this respect, bringing the States into compliance with the universal standards and enforcing effective eradication of human rights violations should be prioritized evenly by all Member States. 

In full compliance with the 1988 Additional Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, Jamaica continues intensive prevention efforts to eliminate crimes against vulnerable segments of society, especially children, women, and indigenous peoples. In this respect, Jamaica passed the Child Care and Protection Act in 2003 that identifies the procedures for alleviating child rights violations. Jamaica highlights notable accomplishments in combating commercial exploitation of minors, including the prolific performance of our Child Development Agency, in which the plague of human rights abuse is addressed through the maintenance of eight “places of safety” across the island. Furthermore, poverty eradication is prioritized in the social agenda plan of Jamaica, as the Social Policy Framework and Action Plan is put into effect. In order to provide better economic and social opportunities for its citizens, Jamaica aspires to achieve the goals laid out in the Social Policy Framework and Action Plan by 2015. Fully recognizing the imperative role of poverty as the root cause of systemic human rights deprivations, Jamaica insists that lack of resources remains the major barrier to addressing the aforementioned concerns. 

Efforts to eradicate all forms of violence, particularly against women, children, and other vulnerable populations, can be effective only when hemispheric cooperation of the OAS Member States is secured. Jamaica believes in the notion of a Caribbean Region without barriers, strengthened by its collective resources and opportunities. In this respect, Jamaica seeks to launch a region-wide program aimed at examining and tackling the root causes of human rights abuse. Jamaica further invites its neighboring States to proclaim the year of 2010 as a Year of Human Rights Awareness in the Americas. Keeping in mind that incorporation of the civil society and its associated governmental organizations is essential for achieving progress, Jamaica encourages the Member States to incorporate the goal of building a strong hemispheric human rights value code into our educational school curricula, election campaigns, cultural festivals, and further community activities. In conclusion, bearing in mind that human rights are challenged by the evolving deviations of human societies, Jamaica strongly believes that they can be secured only through work in unity and close collaboration of the whole OAS family, reaffirming our national motto, “out of many, one people.”
