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The issues before UNWTO are the following: Information Sharing and Privacy Rights, Ecotourism, and Ethics in Tourism: Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children.
I. Information Sharing and Privacy Rights 

Privacy as a fundamental human right is protected by Article 12 of the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights. With the expansion of the tourist industry during era of augmented fears of terrorism, it is a priority for the international community to execute responsible management of information and privacy in ways that affirm the words and spirit of our collective commitment to privacy rights. Tourism serves as a foundation for the development of communication and information sharing systems among governments and other key players. Due to the varying definitions of privacy rights and following terrorist attacks, implementation of effective laws is difficult, as governments struggle with the management of information sharing and privacy rights protection. Jamaica is committed to preventing and combating terrorism on the local, regional and international levels, in order to ensure safety of all people. Hemispheric partnerships affirm that Jamaica is steadfast in its commitment to protecting against arbitrary interference into citizens’ privacy rights, while we work diligently in the fight against international terrorism and organized crime.  
Jamaica recognizes that successful inter-governmental networking to prevent terrorism is essential to ensure the safety of the citizens and visitors to our island. Jamaica highlights the establishment of Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE) as a significant step in combating hemispheric terrorism through exchange of information among the members of Organization of the American States. CICTE aims to increase border control measures, improve protection of privacy rights, and exchange of information among national and international institutions. Our national Access to Information Act of 2002 illustrates Jamaica’s determination to attain transparency and accountability for our actions, using mediums for information sharing. Through membership in Caribbean Community and Common Market Regional Task Force on Crime and Security (CRTFCS), Caribbean nations are addressing the technological challenges of detecting and preventing organized crime and corruption. The Government of Jamaica identifies the UN Knowledge Sharing Taskforce and UN Group on the Information Society as instruments to strengthen connectivity and information sharing among Member States.
Jamaica demonstrates a national interest in fighting terrorist activity domestically and internationally and recognizes the importance of participating in global information network systems such as the UNGIS. Further, implementation of the goals of CRTFCS is crucial for capacity building in all Caribbean nations. Jamaica highlights its commitment to CRTFCS through the adoption of our National Strategic Plan for Information Technology and the Action Plan for Implementation.  We encourage other Caribbean nations to follow this example by drafting similar strategies based on their specific circumstances.  Jamaica further declares that a standard definition of privacy rights should be created, which member states could use to draft protection laws that are both in conformity with their national interests and in harmony with international standards. In conclusion, Jamaica is fully committed to achieving global partnerships and harmonizing the terms and tasks that are essential to creating a safe environment for Member States and their citizens. 
II. Ecotourism 

Tourism is the largest business sector in the world, accounting for 3.6 trillion dollars worth of economic activity, serving as a major source of foreign exchange earnings for many nations, and creating jobs for more than 200 million people worldwide. The international tourist industry has grown significantly over the past few decades, from a 25 million arrivals in 1950 to 806 million in 2005 worldwide. This growth has had many adverse impacts on the natural environments and local communities in States whose economies heavily depend on revenues from tourism. Ecotourism is a form of sustainable tourism that focuses on the responsible management of natural resources, preservation of cultural heritage and alleviation of poverty. UN’s Agenda 21 serves as a blueprint for sustainability, encouraging a comprehensive plan of action to be taken by influential bodies globally, nationally and locally for the cause. Implementation of this program would contribute to the success of Millennium Development Goals pertaining to environmental sustainability and socioeconomic development. Jamaica recognizes the importance of trans-boundary communication, networking and collaboration in improving global ecotourism. 

Tourism contributes to over 45 percent of Jamaica’s GDP, providing approximately 300,000 direct and indirect jobs on the island. Due to tourism’s central role in our economy, the Government of Jamaica emphasizes the importance of responsible harnessing and development of the country’s natural environment and its rich cultural heritage. In this regard, Jamaica adopted the Master Plan for Sustainable Tourism Development in compliance with its agreement to Agenda 21. The Plan focuses on a wide scope of ecotourism concerns, including environmental protection and management and facilitation of greater social and economic linkages between citizens and the tourist industry. Jamaica believes that funding from major international development agencies such as the United States Agency for International Development, Canadian International Development Agency and the United Nations are crucial for the success of these programs. Adoption of the 2002 International Year of Ecotourism, with the aim of sharing best practices in ecotourism policies and publications, highlights Jamaica’s dedication to thrive in the ecotourism sector through communication and international collaboration.
Jamaica stresses that sustainability is vital to the success of tourist industry in all countries. Cooperation and collaboration between governments, non-governmental organizations, public and private sectors, and intergovernmental organizations could successfully address the wide scope of impacts and potential associated with ecotourism. Jamaica recommends to countries, especially those that are highly reliant on tourism, to vigorously implement their national plans of action in ways that target environmental and social situations that are specific to each nation or region. General information about tourist products, such as environmental, cultural and historical features, should be easily accessible to tourists worldwide. In order to promote these tourist products, countries are encouraged to participate through UN Knowledge Sharing Task Force and UN Group on the Information Society (UNGIS). Jamaica is ready to assist in the full implementation of the principals contained therein.
III. Ethics in Tourism: Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children
Commercial sexual exploitation of children is one of the worst forms of abuses that exist today. Poverty, lack of education, organized crime, limited job opportunities, and discrimination based on gender and ethnicity are all central vulnerability factors. Jamaica is proud that the international community recognizes commercial sexual exploitation of children as a violation of the fundamental human rights, protected under the Convention on the Rights of the Child. Even so, in 2005, 1.39 million of people were involved in forced commercial sexual exploitation, and 40 percent of them were children. The Jamaican Government acknowledges that commercial sexual exploitation of children is an ongoing concern, and appropriate effective solutions should be adopted not only on the regional levels but on the international arena.

Jamaica congratulates the international community on the first very crucial steps like 1st World Congress Against Commercial Exploitation of Children and the 2nd World Congress against Sexual Exploitation that have stimulated the beginning of mutual cooperation in order to address the elimination of commercial sexual exploitation of children. Since then, tourism has expanded drastically and has become a central source of foreign exchange for many countries. This has led to a growth of leisure industry, which has sparked the increase of the demand for commercial sexual exploitation of children, prostitution and human trafficking. As a result of such escalating demand and due to the dynamics of globalization, commercial sexual exploitation contradicts the fundamental aims of tourism, which are protected under the Global Code of Ethics for Tourism and the Responsible Tourist and Traveler. Jamaica highlights the importance in the establishment of Counter-Trafficking of Women and Children for Exploitation Purposes in the Caribbean as a model program that demonstrates the motivation of Caribbean states to stand up against commercial sexual exploitation of children.

The commercial sexual exploitation of children is an outgrowth of complex, underlying conditions. Jamaica understands that more serious actions dealing with the forces that feed such exploitation have to be designed and implemented in order to decrease the demand for commercial exploitation of children, especially if the poverty reduction and goals of primary education outlined in the Millennium Development Goals are to be met. The Jamaican Government emphasizes that the most efficient way to eradicate the commercial sexual exploitation of children is by identifying and addressing the root causes of such victimization. Jamaica urges the international community to adopt and strengthen all necessary efforts that approach the problem in comprehensive ways, including the important documents like the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and International Labour Organization’s Convention 182. The international community, with the Committee in the lead, must guarantee that children all over the world enjoy their fundamental rights free from all forms of exploitation, because children are our future. 
