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which in early June will host the
thirty-second General Assembly of the
Organization of American States, is
one ol the tiniest of OAS member
nations—and by far the most densely
populated. Yet even though 275,000
people call this 166-square-mile island
home, translating into an astounding
1,658 inhabitants per square mile,
Barbados feels anything but crowded.
Cruising along a rural, two-lane road in
St. Andrew, one of the island’s eleven
parishes, it’s hard to imagine a more
remote place in the Caribbean. Wide
vistas of golden sugar cane, an occa-
sional abandoned windmill, and a bright
blue sky characterize this place, where
people drive on the left (this is “Little
England,” after all) and the natives are

known as Bajans.



larbados is also famons for its stunning plantation
“grial houses,” white-sand beaches, mvslerious caves,
and expensive Mount Gay rur.
im, Barbados

really is a land of remarkable contrasts, from the crag-

Indeed, as the travel brochuares ¢l

gy, desolate Atlantic coastline in the north to husy
Bridgetown in the south—all on an island only rwen
tv-one miles long and fourteen nuiles wide

Originally settled by Arawak peoples moving north
from South America’s Orinoco region two thousand
vedrs ago, Barbados (whose name in Spanish means
“the bearded ones™) was essentially uninhabited by the
Lme sty white settlers aned six African slaves armrived
aboard the Williaon aoid Joln in Pebruary 1627

By 16349, the white population of Barbados stood al
ecighty-seven hundred, and by 1660, Barbados was
completely deforested, with more than 90 percent of
the island already devoted to the cultivation of sugar
cane atd other erops, The island's mmasual Satness—a

contrast to the mountainous topography of nedghboring

1995 Lo 2000, attributes his sland's suceess o s
“remarkable” political stability.

“Sinee o Ir|i|l‘|1r.'l|cil'l||'1 recriminglion adgamst e
white minority [estimated at 4 percent of the total
population| has heen minimal.” he says. "There's
never bheen a political killing in Barbados, Even before
mdependence, nobody could remately be desceribed
as having been a political prisoner. Political stability is
0L rnost nnportdant charactenstic.”

Sinee 1641, Barbados has been neatly divided mito
Luey. S, Peter, St Andrew, St
Janies, St Josepl, St Thomas, St Johin, St Michael
Philip, and Christ Churceh, The last
Adams
Michael incliudes

eleven parishes: St

St George, St
one, Christ Chureh, is home to Grantley
International Adrport, while Si
Bridgerown, the eapital iy,
Althoogh the mam attractions of Barbados can be
seen i three days, there's no point i rushing if one
doesn’t have to. One of the best places to get a sense

ol the islnd's histary is Tyrol Cot Heritage Village—a

Thanks to its isolation in the eastern Caribbean, BA R BA DOS was never

seized by French, Dutch, or Spanish forces

islands ke St Lucia, St Vineent, and Dominica—also
pertnitted the development of an extensive roacd net-
work that endures today,

“The island developed with astonishing rapidity,
becoming the most prosperous seventeentli-century
write the aulhors
Just Beyond Your
trnacgenation: “The initial basis for capital accumula-

insular colony on the globe "

of the travel book Barbados

tion was the growing and export of tobaceo, which in
the very short run proved inunensely profitable, and
laidd the Toundation on which subsequent economic
et vity was to bidld.”

rthanks 1o its isolarion in the

Largel PASLErT)
Caribbean, Barbados was never seized by I'rench,
Dutch, or Spanish forces, and 1s the only island in the
entire Caribbean that remained under the British flag
right up until independence in 1966

This vear, as Barbados marks the
sary ol its colonizatian, its people have much to cele
brate:
ton of democracy, and an exceptionally high stan-
dard of iving.

And despite nearly thirty-six vears of independence

375th anniver-

a U8 percent literacy rate, an unbroken tracli-

from Great Britain, the island still enjovs a delightfully
A statue of Admiral Horatio
Nelson graces Bridgetown's National Heroes Souare,

British atmosphere

and afternoon tea remains a custom for many hotels

nn the wesli-conast Caribbean shores of St Jamoes

parish. The Anglican Church and that most English of

cricket
Barbados, whose citizens place law and order. and

sports are both taken very seriously in
Gotl, above alimost everyvihing else.
Sir Courtney Blackman, who served as Barbados's

anbassador o the Tnited States for five years, from

Wrish viveptori-tiased journalist Lavvy Lurner
{ WU, Luener o ) s o fredqiieitt ontrihitor to

Americas.

The rocky Atlantic
voast near Batlsheba,
overleal. confrasts
weilh the traneguil
Caribbean beaches

of the southest,
oppaosite. fn the parish
of SI. Peter, the
Jacobean mansion

of St Nicholas Abbey,
below, was home for
ten years in the mid-
1600 Lo Sir Jolen
Yeamans, a property
specudalor who lefl
Barbados to become
governor of the new

colomy of Caralina,
where he helped lay
ol Charleston






Barbados National Trust Heritage Sile located just

ontside Bridgetown. Here, one can visit the home of
Sir Grantley Adams—Ileader of the struggle for

democracy in Barbados—as well as a craft village con-

taiting perfect replicas of that most unique icon of

Bajan culture, the chattel house (the first house of &
freed slave that over Gme evolved with its own style
and architecture), as well as an 1820s-era slave hut, a
traditional Cockspur rum shop, and @ working hlack-
smith's shop.

Tyrol Cot, built in 1854 by Williarm Farmum, was pur-
chased in 1880 by Valdemar Hanschell, who in turm sold
it in 1929 1o Grintley Adams. The interior of the coral
stone house s essentially as it was when Sir Grantley
entered active polities m 1937, The house itsell is bl
on one level, over a deep basement, in which Lady

Admns and her young son Tom had in 1937 from Sir

Grantley's sometimes violent political opponents.

In the gallery 1s the poliician’s radin, which he used
to listen to the BBC News. The bedroom of Tom
Adams—who became prime minister of Barbados in
1976 and served until his death in 1985—is also care-
fully preserved, as is Sir Grantley's study, where tourists
can see s legal books, hus official license plate and the

official Oag of the short-hved West Indian Federation, of

which Sir tGrantley was the onlv prime minister.

ety

There’s a historical connection between BARBADQOS, New England,

and Canada’s Maritime Provinces . . . still strong rum consumption markets

Al the northern end of Barbados is a “honge™ ol a
totally different kind—St. Nicholas Abbey. Despite its
name, this was not an abbey, but a plantation great
house built sometine between 1650 and 1660, 1t is
el to be one of only three Jacobean plantation great
houses [eft standing in the Western Hemisphere, the
other two being Drax Hall (also in Barbados) and
Bacon's Castle, which is in Virginia.

An oddity of 8t. Nicholas Abbey is the nelusion of
freplaces and chimneys—clearly unnecessary features
for o climate as tropical as Barbados, The house was
probably buill for Colanel Benjamin Beringer, though
owniers and residents have come and gone through the
centuries, urniture of particular interest ineludes a
grandfather clock that dates from 1759 and English
poreclam dinner service manufactured in 18100

Sugar has been grown at this plantation since about
1640 and is still grown today, the whole estate cover-
ing aroured 420 acres. After visiting St Nicholas
Abbey, tourists generally drive up to Cherry Tree Hill,
from which they enjoy the spectacular view across the
eist coast of Barbados—said Lo be one of Lhe finesi
views 1 the Caribbean.

In tranquil St. Philip, visitors may tour three-hun-
drod-year-old Sunbury Plantation House, onee known
as Chapman’s Plantation, which is even shown on sev-
cral carly maps of the island, In 1981, alter a long and
colorful history, the house was separated from the
stgar plantation and solid (o local entrepreneuar Keith
Medville. The Melvilles are both horse lovers, and whal
began as a hobby has grown into the island's most

A dress boutique
managed by Sharon
Knight, opposite Lop,
and a roadside rum
shop on the oubskirts
of Bridgetown add
splashes of color to
the capital city, At
Tyrol Col Herilage
Village, o replice of
an 1820s slave hul
recalls the island’s
eolonial herituge, us
does the 275-year-old
Morgan Lewis Sugar
Mill, the islaned’s
only remaining
warking windmill,
npposite bottom left
and right, Both are
administered by the
Buarbados National
Trust
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Cruise ships dwarf
the port at
Bridgetown, 1op, as

WOre sty
discover the hidden
beauly of a country
that harbars the
internalionally
Srvned Mount Gy
ruin distillery,
hottom, Heriving
St vendors,
opposite top, and
strewmdined hagh-
feeh companies.
Tuteering over them
afl is the Parliament
butdlding, above, ¢
Sapnbol of stebility
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comprehensive collection of antigue horse-drawn car
viages and artifacts. The Melville Faunily resided al
Stnbury unitil 1985, when the old house was opened
Lo visitors.

In Bridgetown. two historic struciures are parlicn
larly worth seeing. The first 1s Bush Hill House, where
nineteen-year-old George Washington resided lor seven
weeks i 1751 wilh his older brother, Lawrence—inark-
ing the only tune the fture president ever left the
North American mainland i his 1ife, The house, less
than ten mnutes from downitown, is currently under
restoration and should be open to tourists next vear

The second site is the Synagogue, which dates [rom
1654 and s one of the oldest Jewish houses of wor
shipe in the Western Hemisphere, Restored in the
L9905, this Sephardic synagogie—used on special
occasions by
Barbados

the Liny Jewish
hias a beautilul interior graced by chande
liers and Torah seralls. On its grounds is o cemetery
with several hundred tombstones engraved in English
Portugnese, and Hebrow,

Another not-lo-miss spot is the Mount Gav rum dis-
tllery. A Tavorite of the dpseale TLS, boating and yachi
mg cormumty, this amber ru has been prodoeed in
the northern parish of St Luey sinee 1703, marking its
three hundredth vear in business nest vear

“We sell over four million bortles annually, and we're
growing.” says Claire Jdordan, former international
brandd manager at Mount Gay. “There's a unique histori-
cal connection belween the islands, New England, aned
Canada’s Maritime Provinees, when in the carly days,
cadfish and other commoditios were shipped Lo
Barbaclos and we exported mum. Those sireas ave still
Prefty Srorg rm consumption markers,”

Tourtsm s, of course, the mainstay of the Bajan
cconomy, having replaced sugar long ago i unpor
tance. o 2000, just over 10 million tourists visited
Barbados—the highest cumulative figure for arrivals
ever, says tourisn minister Noel Laeh

In fact, Barbados is spending $ 100 willion (o upgrade
is port facilities in orvder to kecp up witle a dramalic
merease in the number of erse ships on the skl

“The Caribbean commands 43 percent of the world
cridse mmarket, and Barbados is one ol the better desti-
nations in the region,” says Victor [ Roach, deputy gen
eral manager of the Barbados Port Authority, “We have
good airline connections, 1 first-class telecom systepn,
ancla stable government, The destination sells itself.”

cotanunity of

Visitors come not only for the tiny country's pristine
beaches bul alsa for other natural beanties, as well as
Farmons festivals and events

ln mid=Tamiary, the island hosts the Barbados sz
Festival, followed Dy the Alrican Renaissance Dance
Festival, and m lare FPebruary the Holetown Festival,
which commemorates the landing of the frst setblors
Highlights
ol the festivil—now in its twentv-Nith vear—imnelde

(F L

to Barbados at Holetown i February 1627

street firs, the Royval Police Band concert. a musical
festival i the historic Parish Choreh, and, of course,
enterlamment to select a festival gueen

Other annual events include the Holder's Opera
Season, established e 1993 as one of the Carfbbean’s
the Oistins Fish Festival in
late March: the nine-day De Congaline Carnival: the
Barbuddos International Track & Field Classic in May:
the June 19-26 Gospelfest; and of course Crop Over—

premier cultural evenls;

the Tughlight of the Barbados eultaral calenda

Croip Over, which originated on the sugar plantation
as 4 means of celebrating the end of sugar-cane harvest
season, was revived o 1974 after o period of depres-
sioni It is marked by fairs, concerts, cart parades, and
the erowning of the calvpso monarch

To accommodate its many festival goers, Barbados
offers over five thonsand hotel rooms, ranging from ele-
gant resorts tointimale giest houses. The island's
tonrisin ndrastructure is quite sophisticated, allowing
convenions and meetings to fourish at a host ol indern -
tionallv acelamed resort hotels

'he Sherbourne Centre is known among the
Caribbean's finest conference facilities, leaturing stae-
of-the-art technology and twenty [honsand seuare feet of
rieeling space for anywhere from Aty to o thotsand del
egates. The center Tas hosted a number of kirge confor-
meluding the TN Global Conference an
Sustainable Development Tor Small Island States,
the Caribbean and the recent
CARICOM Heads of Government Conference,

“nees,
Tourism Conferonee,

Mesnnwhile, nther fine island hotels have recently
unclergone renovation: the Crane Beach Hotel, a his-
toric eighteenth-contury mansion located on a jiar-
Liewtarly seente pateh ol oceanfront latud, the luxuri-
ous Colony Club, and nearby, the venerable Sandy
Lane. In the intertor parish of St Johin, the Villa
Nova Holel is considered by many to be one of the
mast stunning of the island's traditional nineteent h-
centiry plantation houses, and until recently, the
property formed part of the Barbados National
Trust's “Heritage Trail.”

Tourism, which accounts for 15 pereent of total KITsS

domestic prodoct (GDPY and directly employvs over




twelve thousand workers, Lis been severely affocted by
the September 11 terror attacks, savs Reginald Farley,
Minister of Industry and [nfernational Business, To help
the industry, Farlev recently announced a 516 million
intervention package, with the bulk of that money going
1o help the tourisi sector. This includes $4.8 million for
A new touristn marketing program, and a 10 uillion
[tind to assist holels facing a loss ol income

Most toursts to Barbados come [yorn Greal Britain,
the Lmted States, Canarla, and the other nations of the
Caribbean. And, they tend to return to Barbados,
explaining wlhiv the country has become such o success-
Ml tonrst destination.

Micherel King, Barbados’s ambassador Lo the Tnited
States and the OAS, emphasizes thal i addition to its
Lourisin promotion, “Barbados is making great efforts 1o
expand and strengthen its ties to the countries of
Cenfral and South America.” These Les have existod
since thousands of “silver-dollar men” left Barbados to
dig the greal canal in Panama at the beginning of the
fwentieth centiry

Ciiven ils history, the solidarity Barbados showed
the United States following the terrorist attacks
shouldut surprise anyone,

“Every time America’s vital interests have been al
stake, Barbados has been on her side.” savs former
ambassador Blackman, “In the Revolutionary War,
Buarbados was very supportive of the colonies. The
words taxation without representation” were heard in
Bridgetown long before they were heard in Boston

many ol them at the Harbour Industrial
Estate complex in Bridgetown, which has been sel
aside exelusively for IT Orms,

The Barbados [nvestment and Development
Corporation (BIDC) oversees ten industrial parks with
a combined 1.6 million square feet of available office
space. “We are currently concentrating on manlare
turing and wformation services,” says chiefl executive
officer I, Anton Norris, “including 1T Orms, call cen-
ters, and Internel-hased operations.”

shap here

Only a few vears ago, these companies were limit-
ed to simple data entry, but are now moving wito
higher value-arlded forms of 1T such as credit-card
transactions, medical nsurance claims processing,

and soltware developmen!.

Today, IT and financial services generate $100 million yearly for

BARBADO S, making them an important {oreign-exchange earner

And PBarbadians fought in both World Wars [ and 11,
anc i the Vietnam War.” He adds: “The historical ties
Between our countries are considerable. Barbados s
in the process of rekindling them. We want to pre-
serve our heritage. and we find thart it fits in beautifullv
with our tourismm efforts.”

Meanwhile, Barbados is working to reduce its eco-

nomic dependence o sugar ancd tourism, by encour
aging the development of mennfacturing, informeation
technology (I'T), and other industries. Foreign 1T
firms with a presence in Barbados benefin from the
island’s educated labor force, lower wage scale, and
are recgquired 1o pay only a 2.5 percent tax on profits
which allows therm Lo operate at a fraction ol the cosl
back home

Ambassador King points oul that the Organization
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECT)),
which helps governments tackle the economie chal-
lenges of a globalized economy, has recognized that
“Barbados's international banking and financial-service
industry, where transactions are transparent and regu-
Lalory controls are effective, is better regulated than
that of many of the thirty OECD member countries,”

The IT and fnancial service sectors together gener-
ate SO0 million a4 year in revenues, making therm an
important foreign-exehange earner, sccond only 1o
tourism. To date, forty-five companies have set up

In September 2001, the government of Prime
Minister Owen Arthur moved to liberalize the
Barbadian telecom sector—a decision that promises
1o bea strong meentive for foreign invesLors 1o con-
sider Barbados, making the lormer British colony an
even more compelitive place to do business

“Commpetition will have a major impact on eur pro-
motional efforts,” savs BIDC's Norris, “Right now, the
lack ol competition is constraining more rapid expan
ston of business in Barbeados, particularly i informa-
tion-services companies that use lelecom services,”

The telecommunications nionapoly long enjoyed by
Cable & Wireless Lid, (C&W) in Barbados will be
gradually reduced over a twenty-one-month period
due Lo end in August 2000, Fiest Lo open up (o compe-
rition will be nobile telephony, followed Tater by local
andl long-cistanee services

C&W has invested over $125 million in the last five
vears to upgracle the local telecom network, and has
spent 18 million to establish regional Internet and
other value-added services that serve the entire
Caribbean from Barbados. Those investments have
given the 2

5000 citizens of Barbados a telephone
density of forty-five lines per hundred inhabitants—
one of the highest teledensities in the Caribbean
Clesarty, this Ling island has very big plans, and Bajans
are confident that there is plenty of room 1o grow, ]
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