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PSYC 493: Seminar in Advanced General Psychology

Randolph College

Fall 2009
Course Syllabus

	Dennis Goff
	
	Holly Tatum

	Psych 306
	
	Psych 208

	ext. 8547
	
	ext. 8369


Required Texts:

American Psychological Association. (2009). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, D.C.
The website for APA style has some useful tutorials and updates on the Manual http://apastyle.org/ .
Recommended Texts as Resources (used in your previous research methods course):
Smith, R. A., & Davis, S. F. (2001). The psychologist as detective: An introduction to conducting research in psychology (2nd ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Paper allotment:


Given the nature of this course, you will likely need more paper than the allotted amount provided through the College. Therefore, you should plan to purchase additional paper during the upcoming year to cover the cost of reprints of journal articles and drafts of your paper. 

Course Objectives:

The major goal of the senior program is to experience the research process and how it advances our understanding of Psychology. The research process includes the formulation of problems into testable hypotheses, designing a “good” study to test hypotheses, analysis of data, and finally interpretation and presentation of results. So, in this course we are building on skills that you have practiced in previous courses in the Psychology curriculum. You have gained practice in designing a research project and writing a research proposal in Psychology 228. You learned how to analyze data in Psychology 227. And you gained practice in research design, data collection and analysis, and presentation of results in your 300 level lab courses.  Reading and critical evaluation of psychological literature is essential to accomplishing these goals. 
             We will spend some time in the first semester reviewing research methods and writing in APA style. Assignments are listed below to assist with this review process. The purpose of the  assignments is to document your research interests and ideas as they develop throughout the semester. You will explore many areas of psychology and quickly narrow those to areas and topics that are of most interest to you. Furthermore, you will document the activities, discussions, and readings that assist you in the process.

 The focus of class time will be to provide information and guidance needed to successfully complete your research design and proposal. We will discuss your research proposal through assignments listed below and through presentations of journal articles that you select to read as you develop your research design. We will devote approximately half of several classes to discussion of these articles. To help prepare for those discussions we ask that for each journal article you answer the questions attached to this syllabus. On each week that a journal article presentation is listed you will submit answers to this question sheet. 

Attendance and Informed participation: 
This class is a seminar. As such, you are expected to come to each class meeting on time and prepared to have a discussion about the materials that have been assigned for that meeting. Unexcussed absences will be reflected in your course grade. We occasionally will divide into smaller groups. Your participation during discussions will be graded based on a self-assessment form attached to the syllabus. Please come see a faculty member about potential conflicts due to scheduled campus related events (e.g., athletic games).

Test(s):

There will be a take home test focused on research methods at the beginning of the semester. The test will evaluate your ability to apply the principles of research methods. It will be take home and open book, but must be taken without assistance from others. Because this test is open book we expect that your answers to the questions will have a higher level of sophistication than is typical of closed book exams. Performance on this exam will provide you with an evaluation of your understanding of research methodology. You should use that knowledge to identify area you might need to review in order to successfully complete your senior research project. A second exam will be required for those who do not meet a minimum score of 75% on the first exam. There will also be a take-home test on APA style.
Peer Review:

Peer review of two of your colleagues’ research proposals will serve as one of your homework assignments. This is one of the most important assignments of the semester. The reviews of your paper by colleagues gives you a chance to receive feedback that will allow you to improve your paper before you have to submit the paper to someone who will grade it. This assignment will also assist you in reviewing your own paper and improving your writing and self-assessment skills. If your feedback is limited to a single comment (e.g. “I really enjoyed reading this paper”) then authors will have little opportunity to benefit from this exercise. Additional information, including appropriate peer review feedback, will be provided in class to illustrate the types of comments that are most useful for this assignment.

Semester Project:

Your semester project for this course is a research proposal. Because of the size of the class you must work in groups of two or three students. To assist groups in working collaboratively on the project, one seminar session is scheduled to discuss group issues. While research groups will work together to gather literature and design and execute a single research project, each member of the group will submit her own independently written research proposal at the end of the semester.  

Your proposal should include a review of the literature that is relevant to your topic, a statement of your hypothesis, a description of the methods that you will use to test that hypothesis, and a statement of your planned statistical analyses. (No doubt you can tell that this means you should include APA style Title Page, Introduction, Method, Expected Results, and References sections in your paper.) Your proposal must be detailed enough that the faculty can evaluate the adequacy of the research design for testing your hypotheses. Our acceptance of this proposal forms a contract in which you agree to conduct the study that you have described and we agree that the design of that study is adequate to test your hypothesis. If this paper is written well it could be the basis for the first half to two thirds of your senior research paper for Psychology 494. 

The format of this proposal must follow the guidelines of the APA Publication Manual, 6th ed. (2009). Groups may collaborate in writing the methodology and expected results sections of their proposals; however, each student must write her own introduction. Insuring that your introduction is your own work can be a little tricky. Each member of your group will have to write her own introduction based on the research drawn from the same data base and conclude with similar hypotheses. This means that group members will include descriptions of some of the same studies in their papers; however, it is unlikely that they would choose to include exactly the same set of studies. It is also unlikely that the flow of the argument or description of individual studies would be the same in any two papers. While you are encouraged to work with your research partners in the collection and understanding of the literature, and in the development of hypotheses and methodology, you are not permitted to collaborate in the writing of your introductions. This includes organizational issues as well as individual sentences.

Federal law requires that each of your senior research projects be reviewed for ethical standards by the College’s Institutional Review Board (IRB) or Animal Research Review Committee. The review process has been streamlined as much as possible, but it could still cause delay for a number of your projects if the forms are not filled out on time or do not include all the information needed for the committee to review your proposed research. We have tried to eliminate those delays by requiring that you submit an appropriate application for the Human or Animal Research Review Committee before the end of this term. Of course we will work with all of you to help prepare these applications. You will get more information on this process later in the semester. 
Evaluation:  Your grade in this course will be based on the following criteria:

Assignments – You will be evaluated on a set of assignments created to help you develop your research proposal. A description of each of the assignments is included; these will count for 25% of your final grade. Assignments are due at the beginning of class. Late assignments will not be accepted, though feedback can be provided. All assignments will be graded on a 10 point scale and should be typed.
Informed Participation – You will be evaluated on your classroom participation during each seminar meeting. For part of that evaluation you will use the class participation rating forms that are attached to the syllabus. Your ratings on these forms will provide the faculty with a self-assessment which we will weigh when we determine your participation grade. A description of informed participation is included. One form is due at midterm and the other is due at the end of the semester.
Tests - There will be two tests; the first will be a review of research methodology. If you do not receive 75% or better on that test, you will be required to take a second test covering the material.  Any student who wishes to raise her score on the first test by averaging Exam 1 and Exam 2 will be allowed to take the second test.  There will also be a take-home test on APA style. If you do not receive a 75% or better, you will be required to take it a second time.
Presentation of your proposed methodology - On October 28th or November 4th you will be asked to present your hypotheses and the rationale and structure of the methods for your senior research project. This presentation will be graded primarily on how well thought out your methodology appears. Your assigned dates are TBA but will be determined as soon as research groups are finalized. Grades for this presentation may be weighted according to evaluations of each person’s participation in the group’s work. 
Semester Project - This semester project is described above. 

The weight of these criteria in determining your grade for the course is as follows:

	Assignments
	   25%

	Informed Participation
	   10%

	Research Methods & APA Style Tests
	   15%

	Methodology Presentation
	   20%

	Semester Project
	   30%

	
	 100%


Students with a disability requiring special consideration:  Please provide Professor Goff with the appropriate letter from Tina Barnes, the coordinator for disabilities services, indicating what accommodations you require; we will make every effort to meet your needs.  Please consult with Tina Barnes in the LRC if you need more information.  

COURSE SCHEDULE
	Week
	Date
	In Class
	Assignments Due

	1
	9/2
	
Introduction to the course; Initial thoughts for your senior projects. 

*Take-home research methods exam distributed
	

	2
	9/9
	Discuss short essay assignment
	Short essay

Methods exam

	3
	9/16
	Discussion of progress on literature reviews: library successes and challenges

*Journal article summary (#1) discussion
	Literature search 

Journal article summary #1

	4
	9/23
	How to increase the success of working with your research team/group (By now, all groups or individuals should have met with their faculty 
research advisor to discuss progress)

*Journal article summary (#2) discussion
	Journal article summary #2

	5
	9/30
	Writing good hypotheses 

*Journal article comparison discussion
	Reference List (10)

Article comparison 



	6
	10/7
	Discuss your alternate research designs

*Journal article summary (#3) discussion
*Distribute APA style test
	2 Research Designs

Journal article summary #3

	7
	10/14
	Writing introductions, avoiding plagairism
**Submit Participation Rating Form at end of class

Methods Test #2 due at 4:00 p.m.
	Lit Review Outline

Reference List (20)

	8
	10/21
	Presenting methodology: Discuss requirements for methodology presentation and meet with research advisors to discuss presentations
	APA style test due

	9
	10/28
	Presentation of methodology for senior projects
	

	10
	11/4
	Presentation of methodology for senior projects
	

	11
	11/11
	Practice the “peer review” process in class

	

	12
	11/18
	No Class - Near-final draft of proposal for peer review due to research advisor
	

	
	11/24
	Peer review due back to authors 
	

	13
	11/25
	No Class (Thanksgiving week)
	

	14
	12/2
	Review IRB procedures and forms for research projects
	

	
	12/4
	
	Semester projects are due by 4:00 p.m.

	15
	12/9
	Semester wrap-up and brief discussion of 2nd semester

**Submit Participation Rating Form at end of class
	IRB forms due to research advisor 


***This Syllabus is subject to change***
Description of Assignments for PSYC 493 – Fall 2009
   1)   Short Essay - Due September 9th 

Write a short essay describing the topic or topics within psychology that are of most interest to you. It may help to review syllabi, readings, and textbooks from your psychology classes to refresh your memory and help focus the essay. If your initial ideas come from a magazine or newspaper article, feel free to include those in the journal as well. A personal experience is sometimes the source of a good idea. You might also think about how the project fits in with your personal and professional goals. 

2) Literature Search Assignment – Due September 16th 

Conduct a literature review using PsychINFO or other appropriate databases on your topic of interest. Describe your search history (i.e. what key words did you use, how many hits did you obtain, what kind of sources did you find?). Were you successful at locating possible references? If not, what did you do to identify other key words or terms? Choose one reference and complete a Journal Article Summary (see description below).

3) Journal Article Summary – Due dates: 9/16, 9/23, 10/7
Read a journal article related to your research topic. Use the Senior Seminar Article questions (attached 

form) to summarize the article; attach a photocopy of the article. Some students will present a brief summary of the paper in class. This presentation should be no more than five minutes long. Be prepared to 

present your article to your colleagues. Presenters will be chosen randomly. 

4) Research Article Comparison – Due September 30th  
Choose two empirical research articles on your topic of interest. In a 1-2 page paper, compare the results of the two studies. Describe and explain either the consistencies or inconsistencies in the results of the two studies. Presenters for class will be chosen randomly.

5) Reference List – Due September 30th (10 references) and October 14th (20 references)

Include a reference list of possible articles, chapters, or reviews that could be included in your literature review. A minimum of 10 references is due on September 30th and a minimum of 20 is due on October 15th. These should be completed individually and typed in APA style.

6) Two Research Design Ideas – Due October 7th 
You may complete this assignment as with your research partner if you choose. Identify your research problem and create two different ways to test a hypothesis. The research ideas should incorporate at least two different research designs or methodologies (i.e. experiment, survey, interview, observational study, changes in your independent or dependent variables, etc). Each idea should include:

a. Title

b. Research problem

c. A hypothesis
d. Research design and short description of how you would carry it out

e. Evaluation of each idea (Does it advance knowledge? Is it important? Is it interesting? Is it researchable?)

7) Literature Review Outline – Due October 14th 

Submit an outline of your literature review that includes the references that you will be using in each section. You should have transitions between each article and section built into the outline.
8) Draft for Peer Review – Due November 18th 

Submit a complete draft of your research proposal as a Microsoft Word document to Professor Goff. He will pass copies on to the two students assigned to review your paper.  
9) Peer Review – Due November 24th 

Submit copies of your two peer reviews to the author and Professor Goff before the author leaves campus for the Thanksgiving break. Peer reviews consist of a letter to the author and “marked-up” copy of the manuscript. You need send only the letter to Professor Goff. A good peer review will identify both strengths and weaknesses in the original paper. 
10) IRB research proposal and forms – Due December 9th
Senior Seminar Article Questions

Name:____________________________________________ Date: __________________

1. APA style reference

2. What hypotheses were tested in this study?  

3. Why was this hypothesis tested? (what is its link to past findings?)

4. Describe the independent (predictor) variables.

5. Describe the dependent (criterion) variables.

6. What design was used in this research? (possibly more than one)

7. Do you see any risks to the internal or external validity of this research?  (describe them)

8. What types of statistical analyses were used and why?

9. Summarize the results in a few sentences.

10. So what?  Why is this finding important?  Where does it fit in the existing literature?  

11. How does this article relate to the articles you’ve read so far?
12. How does this study relate to the project idea you are formulating?
Name ______________________________

Class Participation Rating Form II – Due December 9th
Participation in class is an important component of the course. However, all participation is not created equally. Below you will find a description of informed participation.

Informed participation includes:

a) Providing informed responses to discussion questions based on the readings. 

b) Answering questions posed by the instructors using knowledge from scientific inquiry and theory rather than just opinion. 

c) Sharing unique knowledge of course material with the class. 

d) Raising questions that indicate you have read, understood, and thought about the text material.

e) Asking questions relevant to the reading or assignment.

For each of the first seven weeks of the semester you should rate your class participation according to the following criteria: 

0 – I did not attend class

1 – I attended class without making any comments
2 – I made at least one "worthwhile" comment 
3 – I made a comment that indicated I had prepared for class and was following the 
       discussion
4 – I provided informed participation

Please enter one of the ratings for each week in the following table then total your ratings and give this sheet to Professor Goff.

	Week
	Date
	Rating

	8
	10/21
	

	9
	10/28
	

	10
	11/4
	

	11
	11/11
	

	12
	No class
	

	13
	No class
	

	14
	12/2
	

	15
	12/9
	





                           Total _______

Name ______________________________

Class Participation Rating Form I – Due October 14th 
Participation in class is an important component of the course. However, all participation is not created equally. Below you will find a description of informed participation.

Informed participation includes:

a) Providing informed responses to discussion questions based on the readings. 

b) Answering questions posed by the instructors using knowledge from scientific inquiry and theory rather than just opinion. 

c) Sharing unique knowledge of course material with the class. 

d) Raising questions that indicate you have read, understood, and thought about the text material.

e) Asking questions relevant to the reading or assignment.

For each of the second seven weeks of the semester you should rate your class participation according to the following criteria: 

0 – I did not attend class

1 – I attended class without making any comments
2 – I made at least one "worthwhile" comment 
3 – I made a comment that indicated I had prepared for class and was following the 

       discussion
4 – I provided informed participation

Please enter one of the ratings for each week in the following table then total your ratings and give this sheet to Professor Goff.

	Week
	Date
	Rating

	1
	9/2
	

	2
	9/9
	

	3
	9/16
	

	4
	9/23
	

	5
	9/30
	

	6
	10/7
	

	7
	10/14
	





                           Total _______

