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PSYC 494: Seminar in Advanced General Psychology

Randolph College

Spring 2010

Course Syllabus

	Dennis Goff
	
	Holly Tatum

	Psych 306
	
	Psych 208

	ext. 8547
	
	ext. 8369


Required text:  

American Psychological Association. (2009). Publication manual of the American Psychological 
Association (6th  ed.).  Washington, DC. 

Purpose:

In the second semester of senior seminar we will focus on the research process and on analysis and interpretation of data. In the first eight weeks of the course we will talk about writing in APA style and analyzing and presenting results. In other words, we will focus on developing skills that you will need to complete your senior projects. Throughout the semester we will continue to support further development and completion of your research projects. In the late March and early April you will present the results of your research to the class. In late-April you will present your results in a conference talk to the Virginia Psychological Association and you will each write an APA styleresearch paper. 

Class participation:

This class is a seminar. As such, you are expected to come to each class meeting prepared to have a discussion about the materials that have been assigned for that meeting. Please see a faculty member about potential conflicts due to scheduled campus related events (e.g., athletic games).

Homework:

There will be six homework assignments for this course. Assignments will be either posted on the portal or distributed in class prior to each class meeting. Each assignment will be graded on a 10 point scale. The meetings in these weeks will be designed to help you develop and review data analysis and presentation skills that will help you complete your research projects.  All assignments must be handed in on time prior to each class meeting of the due date, unless otherwise stated.
Research presentation:

In early April, each research group will be required to present its study in a conference style presentation in class (see schedule below). These presentations are designed to give you an opportunity to practice talking about your research in a public setting. The class presentation can also be a time to receive valuable feedback on the clarity of your presentation for VPA and eventually your paper. Each member of the research group must participate in the class presentation. You will be given written feedback on your presentation and the group will receive a single grade. 

Presentation of your paper at a professional meeting (e.g., VPA) is required and will lead to an increase of +/- in your presentation grade. This increase will be awarded only if changes recommended to you after your in-class presentation are incorporated in your presentation at the meeting. 

Research Project Materials:



Many of you will have your participants fill out surveys or questionnaires. Your group should consult with your research advisor regarding photocopying needs for your research materials. In order for the department to cover these costs, please plan ahead to allow time for departmental assistants to copy the materials needed for data collection. You can choose to copy your materials at your own expense at local office supply stores.  The Psychology Department will help purchase materials that can be reused in future research projects
Senior Research Paper:


Deadlines: Your senior research paper will be based on the work that you have done in both semesters this year. Your paper will be submitted according to the style and guidelines of the APA's Publication Manual (2009) and must include the following APA sections: Title page, Abstract, Introduction, Method, Results (must include at least one figure or table), Discussion, References. You may work on the Method and Results section with your research group; however, all other sections must be written INDEPENDENTLY. Your final paper will be submitted to your research advisor by Friday, April 30th no later than 4:00 PM. (Computer related problems will not be accepted as an excuse for a late paper.)

Clean copies: Each student must turn in a “clean copy” (without comments or grade) of your senior paper for department files.

Evaluation: Your grade in this course will be based on the following:

There will be six homework assignments; they will count for 20% of your final grade.
Oral presentation of your project will count for 30% of your final grade.
Your senior research paper will count for 50% of your final grade.

The weight of these criteria in determining your grade for the course is as follows:

	Assignments
	   20%

	Presentation
	   30%

	Semester Project
	   50%

	
	 100%


Students with a disability requiring special consideration:  Please provide Professor 

 Goff or Professor Tatum with the appropriate letter from Tina Barnes, the coordinator for disabilities services,  indicating what accommodations you require, and we will make every effort to meet your needs.  Please consult with Tina Barnes in the LRC if you need more information.  

COURSE SCHEDULE

	Week
	Date
	In Class
	Assignments Due

	1
	1/20
	Introduction to the course; Discuss research proposal rewrite; Discussion of VPA presentations; Writing APA style abstracts for VPA and your papers

Note: VPA proposals are due to VPA on Jan. 31st 

      Dr. Goff
	

	2
	1/27
	Group meetings to assess preparation for data collection


	Group abstract for VPA due to research advisor

	3
	2/03
	Entering and working with data in SPSS (meet in Psyc 07)
      Dr. Tatum
	

	4
	2/10
	No class meeting-work on data collection
	

	5
	2/17
	Choose an SPSS workshop to attend for conducting analyses for your own

1) Conducting ANOVAs with post-hoc analyses
      Dr. Goff
2) Conducting Regressions and Correlations with reliability analyses
      Dr. Tatum
	Rewritten introduction and methods sections along with marked up copy from the fall semester

	6
	2/24
	Using Excel to construct figures and tables
     Dr. Goff
	SPSS assignment to Dr. Tatum or Dr. Goff

	7
	3/03
	How to structure results and discussion sections 

     Dr. Tatum
	Figures and Tables assignment to Dr. Goff

	8
	3/10
	No class meeting – Spring Break! 
	

	9
	03/17
	Research presentation guidelines and examples for your research results
	Group SPSS output with interpretation

	10
	03/24
	Meeting with research advisor to review presentation
	

	11
	03/31
	Presentation of research results:
Alicia, Kayse, & Maggie 

Elysia, Michelle, Beth

Sara & Kayla 


	

	12
	04/07
	Presentation of research results:
Alex 

Laura & Evelyn 

Sarah & Jenna 


	

	13
	04/14
	No class – independent meetings with research advisor to review presentation feedback to prepare for VPA
	Participant debriefing forms due to advisor

	14
	04/21
	No Class – prepare for VPA in Norfolk 4/22
	

	15
	04/28
	Semester wrap-up and evaluations
	

	Friday
	04/30
	Research Project due to research advisor
	Semester projects are due by 4:00 p.m.

	TBA
	
	End of year picnic!
	


***This Syllabus is subject to change***

