Psyc 101, Fall 2006
Dr. Gotthard


Psych 101 (Section C): Introduction to Psychology

Lab Syllabus – Fall 2006

The Introduction to Psychology lab exercises were designed to accomplish three goals. First, they will give you first hand experience with some of the classic and contemporary techniques from experimental psychology. Second, they will illustrate some important points from your reading. Third, they will give you practice in thinking about the basic principles of research design and data interpretation. 

All of the experiments are computer controlled and should be completed in the Psychology Department’s Computer Laboratory (Psychology 7). (Those are the only computers on campus that have access to these programs.)  You must complete your participation in the experiment by the "Data Due" date listed on the schedule on the back of this syllabus. All labs and reports are due on Fridays by noon. 

To start an experiment log on to the network and then click on START, then ACADEMICS, then PSYCHOLOGY, and finally the appropriate name (e.g., DICHOTIC LISTENING). Each program is identified by a name that is identical to the one on the schedule and a descriptive icon. Each experiment starts with a brief description and a set of instructions. If you have no idea how to proceed after reading the instructions you should ask for help. Each lab is completed when you click on the "Save Data" button at the end of the experiment. The programs save two copies of your data. One of those copies is saved in a file on the R-MWC network; the other is saved on a floppy disk. In order to successfully save your data you will need to have a floppy disk in the A: drive. We recommend that you buy a separate disk to use exclusively for the psychology labs. 

Most labs will have three components. The first component is your participation in the experiment. This will typically require about 30 minutes of your time. Some experiments are shorter, and others are a little longer. The second component is a presentation of the results for the experiment. These results will typically be presented to you in two different ways. You will get a summary of the results from the Psychology Laboratory Web Page. You might also hear about the results in your class. The third component is a set of questions that you will prepare about the outcome of the experiment. A template for those questions is attached to this syllabus.  You can also save a copy of this form from Dr. Gotthard’s website, fill it out, and print it.  The address is:  http://faculty.rmwc.edu/ggotthard/psyc_101.htm
Please report any "glitches" to Professor Dennis Goff (dgoff@rmwc.edu). We would also appreciate receiving any ideas that you have for improving the labs, especially if you have an idea for different experiments. 
	Lab #
	Title
	Data Due
	Questions Due

	1
	Dichotic Listening
	Sept. 15
	Sept. 29

	2
	Stroop Effect
	Oct. 6
	Oct. 20

	3
	Depth of Processing
	Nov. 3
	Nov. 17

	4
	Infant Cries
	Nov. 29
	Dec. 8
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Laboratory Questions
Name of the experiment:      
1. What hypothesis was tested?      
2. What was the independent variable?      
3. What was the dependent variable?      
4. Briefly describe the results?      
5. Why did we get these results?  (Use your knowledge from class and your textbook to answer this question.)      
