Course Syllabus – Spring 2008
Psychology 307L 

Experimental Psychology: Learning Laboratory
M 1:50-3:50 pm in PS 3

	Instructor
	Dr. Gretchen Hanson Gotthard

	Office
	PS 2

	Office Hours
	Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday  2:00-3:00 pm

Also, by appointment (or just stop by).

	Email
	ggotthard@randolphcollege.edu

	Phone
	947-8647

	Website
	http://faculty.randolphcollege.edu/ggotthard


Required Readings

There is no textbook required for this lab; however, there is a Lab Manual that you will need to print off of my website and bring to lab every week.  Additionally, I strongly recommend that you obtain a copy of the following (if you don’t already own it) to aid in the writing of your lab papers:

American Psychological Association.  (2001).  Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.).  Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.  
Purpose of the Course

The primary purpose of this lab is to give you hands-on experience with some of the experimental techniques and methods employed in the field of human and animal learning research today.  Because this field of psychology is so vast, we will understandably only be able to sample a few of the various techniques currently in use.  Some of the topics we will discuss will include human behavior modification, human classical conditioning, operant conditioning with rats (specifically, habituation, shaping, discrimination, and extinction), and spatial learning and memory in rats (in the sand maze).  Additionally, students will have the opportunity to design their own original research project at the end of the semester, run subjects, analyze the data, and present it in poster form to the class.  
A secondary goal of the lab is to help students hone their critical analysis and synthesis skills.  To accomplish this goal, students will be writing several Results and Discussion papers over the course of the semester. These papers will give students the opportunity to work on their data analysis skills and then apply their findings to previous research and suggest new avenues for future studies (i.e., critically analyze their findings and synthesize them with a body of literature).  

At the end of the semester, students should: 

1. be proficient in several learning tasks and techniques
2. be able to develop an original research idea and carry it out

3. be able to statistically evaluate original data

4. be able to critically analyze and synthesize a body of literature

Mechanics of the Course

· Come to lab:  Although not a requirement, lab attendance is strongly encouraged.  You are responsible for any material, announcements, and assignments given (or due) in lab on the day you missed.  Because so much of what we do in the lab requires hands-on work by students, it is imperative that you come to every lab session.  There will be no make-up sessions for missed labs.  

· No late assignments:  Be sure to hand in all assignments on the designated day.  If you know you will not be able to come to lab, turn in your assignments early.  There will be no exceptions, unless adequate documentation is made available by the Dean of Students office or the Health Center.  

· Be prepared to “get your hands dirty”:  The primary purpose of this lab is give students hands-on experience with the psychology of learning.  I expect that all students will participate in all lab activities.  
Requirements of the Course

· LAB MANUAL:  All of the information for the experiments we will be conducting is located in the Psyc 307L Lab Manual.  There are several sections in the Lab Manual that students will complete as they work their way through each experiment; for example, data sheets to record experimental findings and “Sum it Up” sections that will help you to organize your thoughts following each experiment (and will aid in the writing of your research papers – see next section).  Lab Manuals will be handed in at the mid-term break and on the last day of classes (see schedule for specific dates).  Lab Manuals will be graded on the completeness and thoroughness of your answers and will be worth 15% of your final grade.
· RESEARCH PAPERS:  Students will write 3 partial APA Style research papers and 1 complete APA Style paper over the course of the semester.  These APA style papers will be based on data collected in lab.  Research papers will be worth 60% of your final grade.  

· Results and Discussion papers: Because one of the primary goals of this lab is to help you hone your critical analysis and synthesis skills, most of the papers you write in the lab will be Results and Discussion papers.  Results and Discussion papers will allow you to work on your data analysis skills and will require you to know your “Introduction” material because you will have to apply background information to your Discussion section to make it complete (although you will not be writing an official Introduction section in most papers).  These papers will require you to statistically analyze the lab’s data and then critically analyze and synthesize these findings with previous literature.  More specific details about Results and Discussion papers will be forthcoming.  References and proper APA style citations should be included in every paper.  
· Full APA Style paper:  Additionally, to give you feedback on an Introduction and Method section, you will be required to write one full APA Style paper.  The full APA Style paper will include Introduction, Method, Results, and Discussion sections and will cover material from Experiment 3 (see schedule for more details).  References and proper APA style citations should be included in every paper.  
· POSTER PRESENTATION:  Students will work in groups of two to plan and carry-out a final group project on the topic of their choice (Note: All projects must be approved by Dr. Gotthard before proceeding).  Several weeks will be available at the end of the semester for students to work on these projects.  On the last day of classes, we will be holding the first Psyc 307L Poster Session in which groups will present their original project in conference poster form for the class. More details about the group projects and tips on making a poster will be forthcoming.  Your Final Group Project Poster and your presentation of it will be worth 25% of your final grade.
Grading

	Assignment
	Percentage of Final Grade

	Lab Manual
	15

	Expt 1 Paper (Results & Discussion)
	15

	Expt 2 Paper (Results & Discussion)
	10

	Expt 3 Paper (Full APA Style Paper)
	20

	Expt 4 Paper (Results & Discussion)
	15

	Expt 5 Group Poster Presentation
	25

	Total
	100


	Grade
	Percent
	
	Grade
	Percent

	A
	93-100
	
	C+
	77-79

	A-
	90-92
	
	C
	73-76

	B+
	87-89
	
	C-
	70-72

	B
	83-86
	
	D+
	67-69

	B-
	80-82
	
	D
	63-66

	
	
	
	F
	0-62


The Honor Code

Important: All written assignments in this class are pledged work under the Randolph College Honor Code.  I encourage you to work with other students in the lab on most aspects of the lab (e.g., data collection and data analysis); however, the writing of your independent papers and entries in the lab manual must be your work alone.  To clarify, you may collect data with labmates and analyze the data together (not one person analyzing the data and passing it on to others, but two or more of you sitting down together and working through the data analysis). You may also work through critical analyses together, but I cannot stress enough how important it is for you to write your Results and Discussion papers individually.  If lab papers appear to be too similar, you will be asked to report yourself to the Chair of the Randolph College Judiciary Committee for disciplinary action.  If you have any questions or concerns about how the Honor Code applies to work in this class, please see me immediately so I can discuss this with you.  

Students with Disabilities

Please provide me with the appropriate letter from the Learning Resources Center indicating what accommodations you require, and I will make every effort to meet your needs.  Please consult with Tina Barnes in the LRC if you need more information (x8132).
Lab Schedule
This is an approximate guide.  Material may be added or deleted throughout the semester, as time permits.  If changes are made, they will be announced in lab as soon as possible.

	Date
	Topic and/or Experiment
	Assignment

	Jan. 14
	· Introduction to the Lab                                                                                                              

· Be thinking of a behavior you’d like to modify for the behavior modification experiment (Expt. 1)                                                                                                               
	

	Jan. 21
	· Experiment 1: Human Behavior Modification – Select behavior to modify and set up your behavior modification plan 

· Begin Food Deprivation Procedures/Handling for Experiment 2                                                                 
	· Lab Manual: Critical Analysis and Synthesis Assignment 

· Lab Manual: Set up Behavior Modification Plan

	Jan. 28
	· Experiment 2: Classical Eyeblink Conditioning                                                                                
	· Collect and analyze data during lab time

	Feb. 4
	· Experiment 3: Operant Conditioning  (Shaping)                 
	· Run shaping trials – two days this week


	Feb. 11
	· Experiment 3: Operant Conditioning  (Training)                                            
	· Run training trials – two days this week

· Expt. 2 Paper Due: Eyeblink Conditioning (Results & Discussion)

	Feb. 18
	· Experiment 3: Operant Conditioning (Testing)                                                                                                                                                                                   
	· Run test trials – one week after last training trial
· Enter data into lab spreadsheet by noon on Sunday (Feb. 24th)

	Feb. 25
	· No Lab                                                                                     
	· Expt. 3 Paper Due: Operant Conditioning (Full APA Style Paper)

· Lab Manuals Due

· Hand in assignments by noon on Friday (Feb. 29th) in Dr. Gotthard’s mailbox or office

	Mar. 3
	Spring Break – No Classes
	

	Mar. 10
	· Experiment 4: Spatial Learning and Memory  (Shaping)                                                 
	· Run shaping trials – two days this week

	Mar. 17
	· Experiment 4: Spatial Learning and Memory – (Training) 
	· Run training trials – two days this week

	Mar. 24
	· Experiment 4: Spatial Learning and Memory  (Testing)                                            


	· Run test trial – one week after last training trial
· Expt. 5: Final Project Idea Due  **Your idea must be approved before proceeding with data collection **

	Mar. 31
	· No Lab: Meet with Dr. Gotthard as needed
	· Run independent projects                                                                                           

	Apr. 7
	· No Lab: Meet with Dr. Gotthard as needed                                                
	· Run independent projects                                                                                           
· Expt. 4 Paper Due: Spatial L&M (Results & Discussion)

	Apr. 14
	· No Lab: Meet with Dr. Gotthard as needed 
	· Finish group projects
· Expt. 1 Paper Due: Behavior Modification (Results & Discussion)

	Apr. 21
	· Experiment 5: Final Poster Presentations of Group Projects 
	· Group Project Poster Session 

· Final Lab Manuals Due
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