Psych 216, Spring 2007
Dr. Gotthard


Oral Examinations
Oral exams will consist of a 30-minute conversation with me.  During this conversation, I will ask several questions of all students.  Approximately one week prior to oral exams, I will provide the class with a study guide that includes possible questions for the exam. You should work these questions out ahead of time and practice talking about them – this will be your best preparation for the exam.  After all exams have been administered, I will give everyone an evaluation sheet with written comments and a grade.

See syllabus for specific exam dates.  Please sign up for a time slot on the sheet outside of my office (PS 2); I will announce in class when the sign-up sheet will be posted.  Please plan on being early to your scheduled time.  (In other words, don’t sign up for a 12:00 time slot if you have a class that runs until 12:05.)  

How to study:

I suggest that, in addition to reviewing the course material, your notes, and the study guide questions, you practice with friends in a collaborative group.  You can alternate posing potential questions to each other and discuss your ideas for questions with each other.  Also, you should practice talking out loud about your ideas both with friends and in class.  Feel free to stop by my office and talk with me before your exam to become more comfortable talking to me.

Evaluation:

Content  (75 points).  This is reasonably self-explanatory.  You need to know the material, just as you would in a written exam.  Specifically, do you know the theories or studies I am asking about?   Are you familiar with the terms that I ask about?  Can you present evidence for or against a given theory?  At times, I may ask you to be more specific.  This refers to the depth and detail of your recall of the material.   For example, do you have examples at hand to illustrate a point?  Can you make a detailed connection between the ideas of two researchers?  Can you recall the argument of a researcher in detail? Additionally, if you get “stuck” on a question, I will offer to give you a hint. However, hints come with a price – a one point deduction will occur for every hint I provide.
Organization (15 points). Think about how you present your arguments and how best to explain the ideas of the researchers we have discussed this semester.  Just as you take time to think through and compose an answer in a written exam, so should you take time to think before you speak in this oral exam.

Style (10 points).  Points will be given for your ability to express your thoughts clearly and concisely.  This includes not only your choice of words and phrasing, but also your physical presentation (e.g., your fluency, your body language, etc.).

Oral Examination Evaluation

Name: __________________________________________
Content 
____/75 pts
· Do you understand the fundamental ideas?

· Can you correctly use the new terms?

· Are you in command of the readings assigned for this course?

· Do you have a good grasp of major issues discussed in class?

· Can you articulate the complexity of the theories and arguments?

Organization
_____/15 pts 

· Can you develop your own arguments clearly?

· Are your answers structured in a logical manner?

· Can you make use of pertinent evidence and examples?

Style
_____/10 pts 

· Are you comfortable and relaxed (e.g., poise, eye contact)?

· Do you speak clearly?

· Are your answers precise and to the point?

· Did you enjoy the interaction?

Overall grade: 
_____/100 pts

Percentage of time student spoke: 

Comments:

