Course Syllabus – Fall 2005

Psychology 313L 

Experimental Psychology: Physiological Processes Laboratory
Monday 1:50-3:50 pm in PS 3

Dr. Gretchen Hanson Gotthard

	Office:
	Psychology 2

	Office Hours:
	Monday, Wednesday, and Friday  10:00-11:00 a.m.                                                                                            Also, by appointment (or just stop by).

	Email:
	ggotthard@rmwc.edu

	Phone:
	Ext. 8647

	Website:
	http://faculty.rmwc.edu/ggotthard


Required Readings

There is no textbook required for this lab; however, there will be several articles on electronic reserve and hard-copy reserve in the Lipscomb Library that will supplement our laboratory activities.  Additionally, I strongly recommend that you obtain a copy of the following (if you don’t already own it) to aid in the writing of your lab papers:

American Psychological Association.  (2001).  Publication manual of the American Psychological Association 5th ed.).  Washington, DC: Author.  
Purpose of the Course

The primary purpose of this lab is to give you hands-on experience with the experimental techniques and methods employed in physiological psychology research today.  Because this field of psychology is so vast, we will understandably only be able to sample a few of the various techniques currently in use.  Some of the topics we will discuss will include anatomy, stereotaxic surgery, human psychophysiology, pain perception, gustation, and the modulatory effects of drugs on human and rat learning and memory.    
Goals of the Course

By the end of the semester, students should:

· know the major terms used by biopsychologists and be able to use them in conversation and formal writing;
· be able to write an APA-style research report, including critical analysis and synthesis of a body of literature;

· have a working knowledge of the experimental methods used to examine the nervous systems of organisms (e.g., stereotaxic surgery, injections, EEG, animal and human learning and memory methodologies);

· be able to identify various structures of the mammalian nervous system, and relate these structures to function.
Mechanics of the Course

· Come to lab:  Although not a requirement, lab attendance is strongly encouraged.  You are responsible for any material, announcements, and assignments given (or due) in lab on the day you missed.  Because so much of what we do in the lab requires hands-on work by students, it is imperative that you come to every lab session.  There will be no make-up sessions for missed labs.  

· No late assignments:  Be sure to hand in all assignments on the designated day.  If you know you will not be able to come to lab, turn in your assignments early.  There will be no exceptions.  You can always email me your assignments before lab as an attachment if you can’t make it to lab.  

· Be prepared to “get your hands dirty”:  The primary purpose of this lab is give students hands-on experience with physiological psychology.  I expect that all students will participate in all lab activities.  If you feel uncomfortable with any lab exercises, please let me know as soon as possible so we can come up with an alternate activity for you.
Requirements of the Course

· TEST:  There will be one test during the semester.  This test will cover sheep brain anatomy and stereotaxic surgical procedures and will be administered towards the beginning of the semester (see schedule for specific date).  The test will be worth 20% of your final grade.
· RESEARCH PAPERS:  Students will write five research papers over the course of the semester.  These APA style papers will be based on data you will be collecting in the lab.  Not every paper will be an entire APA style report.  We will work up to writing an entire APA style report by first focusing on the Method and Results and then moving on to adding an Introduction and then Discussion (see schedule for specific experiments and paper sections required).  References and proper APA style citations should be included in every paper.  Research papers will be worth 80% of your final grade.  
Grading

	Assignment
	Percentage of Final Grade

	Test
	20%

	Research Paper 1
	10%

	Research Paper 2
	15%

	Research Paper 3
	15%

	Research Paper 4
	20%

	Research Paper 5
	20%


	Grade
	Percent
	
	Grade
	Percent

	A
	93-100
	
	C+
	77-79

	A-
	90-92
	
	C
	73-76

	B+
	87-89
	
	C-
	70-72

	B
	83-86
	
	D+
	67-69

	B-
	80-82
	
	D
	63-66

	
	
	
	F
	0-62


The Honor Code

The test and all written assignments in this class are pledged work under the R-MWC Honor Code.  I encourage you to study with other students in the class and to discuss class materials and issues with other students.  However, your test and research papers should be your work alone, unless specifically noted by the instructor.  If you have any questions or concerns about how the Honor Code applies to work in this class, I will be happy to discuss this with you.  

Students with Disabilities

Please provide me with the appropriate letter from the Learning Resources Center indicating what accommodations you require, and I will make every effort to meet your needs.  Please consult with Tina Barnes in the LRC if you need more information (x8132).
Lab Schedule
This is an approximate guide.  Material may be added or deleted throughout the semester, as time permits.  If changes are made, they will be announced in lab as soon as possible.

	Date
	Topic and Assignment

	Aug 29
	Introduction to Lab

	Sept 5
	Sheep Brain Dissection

	Sept 12
	Sheep Brain Dissection and Stereotaxic Surgery Video/Demonstration

	Sept 19
	TEST: Sheep Brain Dissection and Stereotaxic Surgery                                                                                          Experiment 1: Gustation 

	Sept 26
	Experiment 1: Gustation                                                                                                             (PAPER 1: Title Page, Method, Results) 

	Oct 3
	Experiment 2: Perception of Pain                                                                                           PAPER 1 DUE (in lab)

	Oct 10
	Experiment 2: Perception of Pain                                                                                             (PAPER 2: Title Page, Intro, Method, Results)

	Oct 17
	FALL BREAK (No Lab)

	Oct 24
	Experiment 3: Human Psychophysiology                                                                                                           PAPER 2 DUE (in lab)

	Oct 31
	Experiment 3: Human Psychophysiology                                                                                   (PAPER 3: Title Page, Intro, Method, Results)

	Nov 7
	Experiment 4: Human Memory Enhancement                                                                PAPER 3 DUE (in lab)

	Nov 14
	SOCIETY FOR NEUROSCIENCE MEETING  (No Lab)

	Nov 21
	Experiment 4: Human Memory Enhancement                                                                         (PAPER 4: Title Page, Intro, Method, Results, Discussion)

	Nov 28
	Experiment 5: Rat Memory Enhancement                                                                                 PAPER 4 DUE (in lab)

	Dec 5
	Experiment 5: Rat Memory Enhancement                                                                                    (PAPER 5: Title Page, Intro, Method, Results, Discussion)

	
	PAPER 5 DUE BY END OF FINAL EXAM PERIOD


4

