GROUP POSTER INSTRUCTIONS
General Poster Information

Each group is required to make and present a poster detailing their independent project.  This poster is due on the last day of lab.  Students will present their poster to the class and answer any questions regarding their study.  

The point of a poster is to present your data in a clear and concise manner.  A person should be able to read your poster and have a good idea of why you did what you did, how you did it, what you found, and what it all means.  

Try to use a font that is at least 18 points on the Title (authors’ names and affiliation are usually slightly smaller than the title, e.g., 14 points).  The rest of the poster should have a font that is at least 14 points.  Try to keep the font size consistent throughout the poster (i.e., if you use 18 point font in the Introduction, use it on the Method, Results, etc…).  

Poster Sections

Feel free to be creative when making your poster; however, there are certain key elements that must be included in each poster:

1. Title

This is positioned at the top of your poster that succinctly and creatively states the title of your study.  The title should clearly describe the study.  Also, below the title of the study include the names of the authors and the authors’ affiliation.  This section usually contains large print (e.g., at least 18 point font).

2. Introduction

This section explains any background information on the question you are attempting to answer with your study.  Use your textbook to obtain any basic information for this section.  You’ll need to talk about (1) what you were examining in your experiment, (2) what has been done in the past with regard to this question, and (3) what you expected to find.

3. Method

This section will describe all of the steps involved in carrying out your study.  You will include the following subheadings in this section:

(1) Subject: briefly describe the subjects you used for the study (e.g., male, Long-Evans rat or female Psyc 307L students).  Use identifying information to describe your subjects.  For example, if using rats include weight (i.e., about 85% below FFW), ad libitum water, obtained from Harlan Breeding Company, etc.  If using human subjects from Psyc 307L, include age, sex, etc.
(2) Apparatus or Materials: briefly describe the apparatus or materials used in the study.  This section should include measurement of apparatus, so that anyone wanting to replicate your study could do so.

(3) Procedure:  briefly describe the design of your experiment.  Include the number of trials carried out per day, any special kinds of trials (e.g., shaping, extinction, etc.), what the reinforcer was and how many were administered on each trial, etc…  Basically, describe from start to finish how you conducted the study.  A table or diagram is often helpful in describing the procedure (in addition to the text).
4. Results

This section will consist of the results from your experiment.  Be sure to report any statistical tests along with p-values.  See me regarding statistical analyses if you have any questions.  Also, you will want to include some sort of a graph or figure in this section to represent your data.

5. Discussion

This section will be used to talk about the implications of your study – why is it important?  Of course your data has been obtained from only a small number of subjects, but you can still talk about whether or not your results matched your predictions, and if not, why.  Also, talk about what you could do differently next time to obtain better results or take your good results a step further.  This section is basically used to tie everything together.
6. References

Include a reference section listing all of the sources cited in the poster.  Be sure to use proper APA-Style for this section and for citing throughout your poster.
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Introduction


The notion of rats’ reading behavior has long been a mystery…





Method


Subject: Smart rats were used…


Apparatus: Reading books for rats were employed…


Procedure: Rats were given books to read and their comprehension over days was measured…





Results


A one-sample t-test indicated that rats CAN read (t=3.35, p<.0001).


























Figure 1. Rats showed increased reading ability over days.





Discussion


This study showed that with enough reinforcement, rats can learn to read at the 12th grade level.  This study has huge implications for animals everywhere…
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I CAN read!!!
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