Psychology 101 (C): Introduction to Psychology 

Course Syllabus – Fall 2006

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 10:20-11:20 am (PS 101)
	Instructor
	Dr. Gretchen Hanson Gotthard

	Office
	PS 2

	Office Hours
	Monday and Wednesday 11:30-12:30                                                                                            Tuesday and Thursday 10:50-12:00                                                                                     Also, by appointment … or just stop by.

	Email
	ggotthard@rmwc.edu

	Phone
	Ext. 8647

	Website
	http://faculty.rmwc.edu/ggotthard


Required Readings

Nevid,  J. S. (2003). Psychology: Concepts and applications.  Boston, MA:  Houghton-Mifflin Company. 

Additionally, we will be reading several articles over the course of the semester. You can find these in PDF form on my Psyc 101 website:

http://faculty.rmwc.edu/ggotthard/psyc_101.htm
Purpose of the Course

The goal of this course is to expand your conceptualization of what psychology is by introducing you to a number of psychological issues and topics.  This course will touch on a wide variety of topics in the field of psychology and is designed to provide you with a basic understanding of various psychological phenomena and principles.  We will discuss the following topics over the course of the semester: research methods, biological psychology, sensation and perception, consciousness, learning, memory, thinking, language, intelligence, and child development.  

Believe it or not, the field of psychology is not simply based on common sense.  Psychology is a science, and although some psychological concepts seem to be closely tied to common sense, there are a lot of interesting twists and turns along the road to understanding what psychology is all about.  Don’t let yourself fall into the trap that far too many introductory psychology students fall into; that is, don’t assume that the class will be easy and neglect readings, classes, and studying for exams because you think exams will be based on common sense.   

Mechanics of the Course

· Come to class:  Although not a requirement, class attendance is strongly encouraged.  You are responsible for any material, announcements, and assignments given (or due) in class on the day you missed.  My experience has been that students who attend class typically do much better on exams and their finals grades are typically higher than students who do not regularly attend class.

· No late assignments:  Be sure to hand in all assignments on the designated day.  If you know you will not be able to come to class, turn in your assignments early.  There will be no exceptions.  You can always email me your assignments before class as an attachment if you can’t make it to class.  

· Be prepared to discuss the material:  Very little information will be presented in traditional lecture format.  A significant portion of the course material will be presented in a discussion format with supplemental presentations by students.  This means, make sure you have read the assigned readings for that day and be ready to talk about them.  

· Read your textbook:  Because class time is limited, it is not possible for us to cover all of the information that is in your textbook.  Unless I specifically notify you of material to skip, you are expected to read the assigned sections of the textbook and any other articles or readings assigned, and you may be tested on that material even if we do not specifically discuss it in class.

Requirements of the Course

· Exams:  There will be four exams –  three during the semester, plus a cumulative final.  Exams will consist of multiple-choice, short answer and essay questions.  The exams will cover information provided in discussions/lectures, articles, and information from the textbook.  Exams will be worth 100 points each (i.e., 400 points total).
· Leading Discussion:  We will be reading 12 articles over the course of the semester and discussing them in class (see schedule for specific dates and articles).  All articles will be on my Psyc 101 website (http://faculty.rmwc.edu/ggotthard/psyc_101.htm).  All students are expected to read every article and contribute to discussion of these articles in class.  If the class seems unprepared (i.e., does not participate in the discussion), then I will assign a short list of questions to be answered and handed in for each article (we will burn that bridge if we come to it).  
In addition, a team of students (2 or 3) will be responsible for “Leading Discussion” on one article during the semester.  Students leading discussion on a given day are expected to present a very brief summary of the research being described and (most importantly) the implications presented in the discussion of the article.  Discussion Leaders’ summary and implications should be no more than 5 minutes in length.  As Discussion Leaders, your primary responsibility will be bringing questions to class to facilitate discussion and being prepared to answer questions from your classmates.  A hand-out further describing how to Lead Discussion will be forthcoming.  Leading Discussion will be worth 50 points.  
· Short Papers:  You will have the opportunity to investigate how to apply your newfound knowledge of psychology to a topic in psychology and/or portrayals of psychology in popular culture by writing several short papers.  During the term, you will be submitting 3 short papers of 2-3 pages in length (typed and double-spaced).  The first paper is a requirement and will be based on an observational study you will be carrying out.  A separate handout on the observational assignment will be distributed shortly.  The remaining two papers will be reflections of what you have learned about a topic and how it relates to a popular portrayal of psychology in a film (a handout describing the film-based papers will be handed out soon).  Papers will be worth 50 points each (i.e., 150 points total).
· Psych in the News:  Current Topics in Psychological Science:  At three times during the semester, students will be required to bring to class a current news article or research article that discusses some aspect of psychology (see schedule for specific dates).  Be prepared to tell the class briefly about your discovery.  The article you select does not have to fit in with our current area of discussion – it is meant to be something current that is related to psychology in any way.  You may work in groups of three or four for this assignment.  Each of these article discussions will be worth 20 points (i.e., 60 points total).  A handout further describing “Psych in the News” Days will be forthcoming. 
· Labs:  Labs are designed to accomplish three goals: (1) give you first hand experience with some of the classic and contemporary techniques from experimental psychology, (2) illustrate some important points from your reading, and (3) give you practice in thinking about the basic principles of research design and data interpretation.  All labs are computer controlled and should be completed in the Psychology Department’s Computer Laboratory (PS 7).  You must complete your participation in the experiment and lab reports by the due dates listed on the syllabus.  You will complete four labs over the course of the semester and each will be worth 10 points (five points for completing data collection and five points for answering the lab questions correctly).  A lab syllabus with more details is attached to this syllabus. 
· Participation:  All students are expected to come to every class and participate in class activities and discussions.  And while I will not be taking formal attendance in class, because of the small size of our class, I will know who is present and who is absent on a daily basis.  As mentioned earlier, this course will be based almost exclusively on discussion and in-class activities.  If you are absent from class, you obviously cannot participate in these discussions and activities.  

Important: I understand that circumstances may arise that prevent you from coming to class.  One or two absences will not reflect poorly on your grade; however, frequent class absences may result in a lower grade (by as much as a one-letter grade reduction)!  Be sure to come to class and be an active participant!
Grading

Grades will be based on the following:

	Assignment
	Points

	Exam 1 
	100

	Exam 2
	100

	Exam 3
	100

	Final Exam
	100

	Article Discussion 
	50

	Short Papers (50 points each)
	150

	Psych in the News (20 points each)
	60

	Labs (10 points each)
	40

	Total 
	700


	Grade
	Percent
	
	Grade
	Percent

	A
	93-100
	
	C+
	77-79

	A-
	90-92
	
	C
	73-76

	B+
	87-89
	
	C-
	70-72

	B
	83-86
	
	D+
	67-69

	B-
	80-82
	
	D
	63-66

	
	
	
	F
	0-62


Make-up Exams

You are expected to take the exam on the day it is given.  In the event of an unavoidable conflict, you may arrange to take the exam early, but late exams generally will not be given.  If you cannot take an exam because of illness or other emergency, confirmation from the Health Center or from the Dean of Students' office must be available.  I reserve the right to judge the adequacy of any excuse.

The Honor Code

All tests and written assignments in this class are pledged work under the R-MWC Honor Code.  I encourage you to study with other students in the class and to discuss class materials and issues with other students.  However, your tests and written assignments should be your work alone, unless specifically noted by the instructor.  If you have any questions or concerns about how the Honor Code applies to work in this class, I will be happy to discuss this with you.  

Students with Disabilities

Please provide me with the appropriate letter from the Learning Resources Center indicating what accommodations you require, and I will make every effort to meet your needs.  Please consult with Tina Barnes in the LRC if you need more information (x8132).
Lecture and Reading Outline

This is an approximate guide.  Material may be added or deleted throughout the semester, as time permits.  If changes are made, they will be announced in class as soon as possible.

	Date
	Day
	Topic and Assignment

	Aug 28
	Mon
	Introduction to the Course                                                                                                                    Chapter 1: Intro to Psychology and Methods of Research

	Aug 30
	Wed
	Chapter 1: Intro to Psychology and Methods of Research                                      Observation Assignment: Get topic approved and begin data collection

	Sept 1
	Fri
	Chapter 1: Intro to Psychology and Methods of Research

	Sept 4
	Mon
	Chapter 1: Intro to Psychology and Methods of Research                                    

	Sept 6
	Wed
	Chapter 2: Biological Foundations of Behavior                                                                 Movie Showing: “Awakenings” (7:00 pm in PS 101)


	Sept 8
	Fri
	Chapter 2: Biological Foundations of Behavior                                                        Article Discussion 1: Kempermann and Gage (1999) “New Nerve Cells for the Adult Brain” (Scientific American)                                                                         Short Paper Due: Observation Assignment (in class)

	Sept 11
	Mon
	Chapter 2: Biological Foundations of Behavior                                                       Article Discussion 2: Gazzaniga (1998) “The Split Brain Revisited” (Scientific American)

	Sept 13
	Wed
	Chapter 2: Biological Foundations of Behavior                                                         Article Discussion 3: Ridley (2003) “What Makes You Who You Are” (Time)

	Sept 15
	Fri
	“Extra Time” Day: No Class                                                                                                                    Lab #1 Data Due (by noon): Dichotic Listening                                                                                                            Short Paper Due: “Awakenings” (by 5:00 pm)

	Sept 18
	Mon
	Exam 1: Chapters 1 & 2

	Sept 20
	Wed
	Chapter 3: Sensation and Perception                                                                    Article Discussion 4: Abrams (2002) “Sight Unseen” (Discover)

	Sept 22
	Fri
	Chapter 3: Sensation and Perception                                                                         Article Discussion 5: Benson (2002) “Different Shades of Perception” (Monitor on Psychology)

	Sept 25
	Mon
	Chapter 3: Sensation and Perception

	Sept 27
	Wed
	Chapter 3: Sensation and Perception

	Sept 29
	Fri
	Psych in the News: Current Topics in Psychological Science                                                Lab #1 Questions Due (in class)

	Oct 2
	Mon
	Chapter 4: Consciousness                                                                                          Article Discussion 6: Chalmers (1995) “The Puzzle of Conscious Experience” (Scientific American)

	Oct 4
	Wed
	Chapter 4: Consciousness                                                                                          Article Discussion 7: Winson (1990) “The Meaning of Dreams” (Scientific American)

	Oct 6
	Fri
	“Extra Time” Day: No Class                                                                                            Lab #2 Data Due (by noon): Stroop Effect

	Oct 9
	Mon
	Chapter 4: Consciousness

	Oct 11
	Wed
	Chapter 4: Consciousness

	Oct 13
	Fri
	Exam 2: Chapters 3 & 4

	Oct 16
	Mon
	Fall Break: No Class

	Oct 18
	Wed
	Chapter 5: Learning                                                                                                          Movie Showing: “Billy Madison” (7:00 pm in PS 101)

	Oct 20
	Fri
	Chapter 5: Learning                                                                                                    Article Discussion 8: Skinner (1951) “How to Teach Animals” (Scientific American)                                                                                                                               Lab #2 Questions Due (in class)

	Oct 23
	Mon
	Chapter 5: Learning

	Oct 25
	Wed
	Chapter 5: Learning

	Oct 27
	Fri
	“Extra Time” Day: No Class                                                                                Short Paper Due: “Billy Madison” (by 5:00 pm)

	Oct 30
	Mon
	Chapter 5: Learning

	Nov 1
	Wed
	Psych in the News: Current Topics in Psychological Science

	Nov 3
	Fri
	Chapter 6: Memory                                                                                                     Article Discussion 9: Loftus (1997) “Creating False Memories” (Scientific American)                                                                                                                       Lab #3 Data Due (by noon): Depth of Processing

	Nov 6
	Mon
	Chapter 6: Memory                                                                                                    Article Discussion 10: Schacter (2001) “The Seven Sins of Memory: How the Mind Forgets and Remembers” (Psychology Today)

	Nov 8
	Wed
	Chapter 6: Memory                                                                                                             Movie Showing: “Memento” (7:00 pm in PS 101)

	Nov 10
	Fri
	Chapter 6: Memory

	Nov 13
	Mon
	Exam 3: Chapters 5 & 6

	Nov 15
	Wed
	Chapter 7: Thinking, Language, and Intelligence                                                       Article Discussion 11: Fox (2002) “The Inner Savant” (Discover)

	Nov 17
	Fri
	“Extra Time” Day: No Class                                                                                      Short Paper Due: “Memento” (by 5:00 pm)                                                                        Lab #3 Questions Due (by 5:00 pm)

	Nov 20
	Mon
	Chapter 7: Thinking, Language, and Intelligence

	Nov 22
	Wed
	Thanksgiving Holiday: No Class

	Nov 24
	Fri
	Thanksgiving Holiday: No Class

	Nov 27
	Mon
	Chapter 7: Thinking, Language, and Intelligence                                                        Article Discussion 12: Gardner (1998) “A Multiplicity of Intelligences” (Scientific American)

	Nov 29
	Wed
	Chapter 7: Thinking, Language, and Intelligence                                                               Lab #4 Data Due (by noon): Infant Cries

	Dec 1
	Fri
	Psych in the News: Current Topics in Psychological Science

	Dec 4
	Mon
	Chapter 9: Child Development

	Dec 6
	Wed
	Chapter 9: Child Development

	Dec 8
	Fri
	Chapter 9: Child Development                                                                                              Lab #4 Questions Due (in class)

	
	
	Final Exam: Chapters 7 & 9, plus Cumulative Questions


6

