Psyc 101, Fall 2006

Dr. Gotthard


Psych in the News:  

Current Topics in Psychological Science

At three times during the semester (Sept. 29, Nov. 1, and Dec. 1), students will be required to bring to class a current news article or an empirical research article that discusses some aspect of psychology, and briefly describe that article to the class.  You may work in groups of two or three for this assignment.  Each article discussion will be worth 20 points (60 points total).   
Article Selection (5 points)
· The article you select does not have to fit with our current area of discussion – it is meant to be something current that is related to psychology in any way.  
· Your article may be something out of the popular press (e.g., newspaper article, magazine article, etc.), or it may be an empirical research article from a scholarly journal.  

· This is the only time you will ever hear me say this, but…don’t worry about the credibility of your source.  If you choose to discuss an article from a less-than credible source, we will be able to discuss the flaws with the story/study, which can serve to be as educationally significant as discussing a methodologically sound study.
· You may search hard copy or online sources for this assignment.  
· There is no specific requirement for the length of your article, but keep in mind, it needs to be long enough that it provides you with enough material to discuss the topic with the class.  For example, your article need not be 10 pages long, but should be more than a paragraph or two.  
· To be considered “current”, your article should have been published within the past six months, although I would prefer to see articles that are days or weeks old (as opposed to months old). 
In-Class Discussion (15 points)
· Your group should bring to class a one-paragraph, typed description of the key/interesting points from your article (why did you select it? why is it important? does it fit with anything we’ve discussed in class?), along with a copy of the article (with your group members’ names on it).  You will be handing the description and the article in at the end of class.    

· Be prepared to tell the class briefly about your discovery.  Each group (and every member of the group) should be prepared to tell the class the most important parts of your finding.  
· Each group will only have about five minutes to discuss their article with the class, so be prepared to expound on your most interesting/key points only.
· Be prepared to answer questions from the class.  While you won’t have a lot of time to describe your article, it is important that you have as many details available as possible from the article, so you will be able to answer any questions the class might have.   
