Psych 216, Spring 2007
Dr. Gotthard


Short Papers

Over the course of the semester, you will have the opportunity to apply your newfound knowledge of psychopharmacology to portrayals of drug use and/or abuse in popular culture by writing several short papers.  During the semester, you will be submitting 3 short papers of 2-3 pages in length (typed and double-spaced).  These papers should be reflections of what you have learned about drugs and behavior and how that information relates to a popular portrayal of drug use in a film. 
Several drug-related films will be placed on reserve in the library for you to watch at your leisure (see list below).  One short paper will be due by mid-term; the other two may be handed in by the last day of classes. 
In your short papers you should:
1. Describe the aspects of the film that support and/or refute information discussed in class or from the textbook.  (15 pts.)  

2. Use specific examples taken directly from the movie to apply these popular portrayals to psychopharmacology. (10 pts.)

3. Discuss whether the portrayal of drug use and/or abuse in the film is accurate or not.. (5 pts.)

4. Provide evidence from lectures or the readings to support your opinion.  And be sure to properly cite the textbook or any other source you are referencing in your critique. (15 pts.)

5. Write in a clear, concise, thoughtful way (i.e., no spelling errors, sentence fragments, etc.). (5 points)
In neither case should you simply summarize (either the arguments or the film plot).  I am looking for evidence that you spent time thinking about each of the issues listed above.  For all of these papers, you should compare and contrast evidence provided in your reading with information given in the films.  Specifically, I’ll be looking for your opinions (and support to back them up) on whether or not the film did the true psychopharmacological phenomenon justice.
	Movie Title
	Description (from Amazon.com)

	Alice in Wonderland
	Disney version of Lewis Carroll's Children's story. Alice becomes bored and her mind starts to wander. She sees a white rabbit who appears to be in a hurry. She chases it into its burrow and then a most bizarre series of adventures begins.

	Basketball Diaries
	Film adaptation of street tough Jim Carroll's epistle about his kaleidoscopic free fall into the harrowing world of drug addiction. As a member of a seemingly unbeatable high school basketball squad, Jim's life centers around the basketball court and the court becomes a metaphor for the world in his mind. A best friend who is dying of leukemia, a coach ("Swifty") who takes unacceptable liberties with the boys on his team, teenage sexual angst, and an unhealthy appetite for heroin -- all of these begin to encroach on young Jim's dream of becoming a basketball star. Soon, the dark streets of New York become a refuge from his mother's mounting concern for her son. He can't go home and his only escape from the reality of the streets is heroin for which he steals, robs and prostitutes himself. Only with the help of Reggie, an older neighborhood friend with whom Jim "picked up a game" now and then, is he able to begin the long journey back to sanity.

	Easy Rider
	Two long-haired bikers from Los Angeles take off on a cross-country trip to New Orleans for Mardi Gras. On the way they meet several unusual characters. A rancher and his family, a hitchhiker and the hippie commune where he lives, hookers, red-necks, but most noticeably George Hansen.

	Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas
	The big-screen version of Hunter S. Thompson's seminal psychedelic classic about his road trip across Western America as he and his large Samoan lawyer searched desperately for the "American dream"... they were helped in large part by the huge amount of drugs and alcohol kept in their convertible, The Red Shark.

	Friday
	Craig and Smokey are two guys in Los Angeles hanging out on their porch on a Friday afternoon, smoking and drinking, looking for something to do. Encounters with neighbors and other friends over the course of the day and night, and their ensuing antics, make up the rest of the movie.

	Leaving Las Vegas
	Ben Sanderson, an alcoholic Hollywood screenwriter whom lost everything because of his drinking, arrives in Las Vegas to drink himself to death. There, he meets and forms an uneasy friendship and non-interference pact with prostitute Sera.

	Requiem for a Dream
	Drugs. They consume mind, body and soul. Once you're hooked, you're hooked. Four lives. Four addicts. Four failures. Doing their best to succeed in the world, but failing miserably, four people get hooked on various drugs. Despite their aspirations of greatness, they succumb to their addictions. Watching the addicts spiral out of control, we bear witness to the dirtiest, ugliest portions of the underworld addicts reside in. It is shocking and eye-opening but demands to be seen by both addicts and non-addicts alike.

	Trainspotting
	A wild, freeform, Rabelaisian trip through the darkest recesses of Edinburgh low-life, focusing on Mark Renton and his attempt to give up his heroin habit, and how the latter affects his relationship with family and friends: Sean Connery wannabe Sick Boy, dimbulb Spud, psycho Begbie, 14-year-old girlfriend Diane, and clean-cut athlete Tommy, who's never touched drugs but can't help being curious about them...

	Up in Smoke
	Cheech and Chong meet up by chance on the highway somewhere in California. They go in search of some dope and are accidentally deported to Mexico where in their desperation to get home they agree to drive a van back to the States so they can get back in time for a gig they are due to play. Unaware of the properties from which the van is constructed they make their way back having aquired a couple of female hitch-hikers whilst all the time avoiding the cops whom they are not even aware are following them.


