Summary

Psyc 216

Psychopharmacology 
Psychopharmacology is a course that I added to the curriculum and taught for the first time in the spring of 2007.  I will teach it again in the spring of 2009.  The goal of the Psychopharmacology course was to discuss the major psychoactive drugs, while maintaining an appreciation for the cultural differences that exist with regard to drug use and abuse.  I wanted to focus not only on the physiological effects of drugs, but on the psychological and societal effects of drug use as well. 
Leading Discussion:  I selected a book by Inciardi and McElrath (2004), called The American Drug Scene, from which selected chapters were used for leading article discussions.  I gave a list of potential articles to students at the beginning of the semester and allowed them to select the articles we would discuss.  A wide variety of topics were selected and each student led discussion on one article.  As the students and I got into these articles more, we realized that they were not fitting as well as I would have anticipated.  Some articles were more applicable than others, but I will definitely select more directly applicable readings for the next time this course is taught. Students’ evaluations of the course mention frequently that they felt the readings from this book were unhelpful. 
Short Papers:  Students wrote three short papers during the semester.  The papers were based on comparisons between material being discussed in class and drug-related films.  I placed several movies on reserve in the library that portrayed significant drug use (see syllabus for film list).  Students could select any three movies and had to write a critique of how well the movie portrayed real drug use and abuse.  Students could comment on the actual drug effects themselves, how accurate psychological consequences of the drug use being portrayed were, and so on.  The students remarked in evaluations that they really enjoyed the short papers, and I thoroughly enjoyed reading them. 

Exams:  I used both oral and written exams in this class.  Students had take-home written tests (several multiple choice questions to cover the basic terminology and concepts) and oral exams (that covered what would typically be included in essay questions on a written test).  Students did well on both formats and expressed liking both, although some felt that the written tests were not reflective of what was discussed in class.  All material on exams, whether written or oral, was discussed at some point during class, or I specifically recommended students review sections of the text if we did not have time to go over certain information.  
