Summary

Psyc 309L 
Experimental Psychology: Sensation and Perception Laboratory
The Sensation and Perception Lab was a very different experience for me (and the students) as compared to the Sensation and Perception class.  My primary goal with this lab was to give students some hands-on experience with several sensation and perception phenomena.  There were three major components to this lab: (1) Experiments, (2) Demonstrations, and (3) a Group Project.  

Experiments and Demonstrations: The experiments and demonstrations came from a CD-ROM by John Baro.  While these activities sounded great (when I was ordering the disk), there ended up being several problems with the disk.  Some of the problems were so serious (missing stimuli, inability to save data, etc.) that I had to contact the publisher for new copies (hoping that it might be a problem with the batch we received).  After giving me a very hard time about it (claiming that our students must have pirated copies of the disk!), they sent me new ones.  We still continued to have problems, but managed to get through most of what I’d planned.  The disk problems frustrated the students (as can be seen in their evaluations of the course) and me as well. Students wrote APA style papers on several of the experiments we conducted and kept a lab notebook to document different aspects of the demonstrations they participated in.  
Group Projects: The group projects were the highlight of the semester.  Students worked in pairs to come up with an idea for their own experiment, collected data (using everyone in the class), statistically analyzed their findings, wrote a paper, and presented their findings to the class (in typical conference-style presentations).  The hypotheses and presentations were wonderful.  So while I would work to find better lab resources if I taught this lab again, I would certainly continue to use the group presentation assignment.   

