Psych 101, Fall 2006
Dr. Gotthard


Short Papers

Over the course of the semester, you will have the opportunity to apply your newfound knowledge of psychology to current issues in psychology and popular culture.  You will submit 2 short papers of 2-3 pages in length (typed and double-spaced) that address a given theme.  Each paper will be worth 50 points.  The papers will examine a popular portrayal of some aspect of human psychology in film.  These papers should be reflections of what you have learned about a topic through the textbook and class discussion and how it relates to the movie’s theme.  
As a mini-expert in the field of psychology:

1. Describe the aspects of the film that rely (correctly or incorrectly) on psychological theories. (15 pts.)  

2. Use specific examples taken directly from the movie to apply these popular portrayals to psychological concepts. (10 pts.)

3. Discuss whether the portrayal of psychology in the film is accurate or not.. (5 pts.)

4. Provide evidence from lectures or the readings to support your opinion.  And be sure to properly cite the Nevid (2003) textbook or any other source you are referencing in your critique. (15 pts.)

5. Write in a clear, concise, thoughtful way (i.e., no spelling errors, sentence fragments, etc.). (5 points)
In neither case should you simply summarize (either the arguments or the film plot).  I am looking for evidence that you spent time thinking about each of the issues listed above.  For all of these papers, you should compare and contrast evidence provided in your reading (e.g., Nevid, 2003) with information given in the films.  Specifically, I’ll be looking for your opinions (and support to back them up) on whether or not the film did the true psychological phenomenon justice.
	Movie Title
	Date/Time/Location
	Paper Due Date

	“Awakenings”
	Sept. 6/7:00 pm/PS 101
	Sept. 15 (by 5:00 pm)

	“Billy Madison”
	Oct. 18/7:00 pm/ PS 101
	Oct. 27 (by 5:00 pm)

	“Memento”
	Nov. 8/7:00 pm/PS 101
	Nov. 17 (by 5:00 pm)


** You only have to watch and write about two of these movies.

**If you can’t make it to a showing, you can watch the movie on-reserve in the library.
