Psych 102, Spring 2006
Dr. Gotthard


Short Papers

Over the course of the semester, you will have the opportunity to apply your newfound knowledge of psychology to current issues in psychology and popular culture.  You will submit 3 short papers of 2-3 pages in length (double-spaced) that address a given theme (each paper will be worth 50 points total).  One paper will focus on a book called “Tuesdays with Morrie” by Mitch Albom, while the other two will examine a popular portrayal of some aspect of human psychology in film.  These papers should be reflections of what you have learned about a topic through the textbook and class discussion and how it relates to the paper’s theme.  
As a mini-expert in the field of psychology:

1. Describe the aspects of the book or film that rely (correctly or incorrectly) on psychological theories. (15 pts.)  
2. Use specific examples taken directly from the book or movies to apply these popular portrayals to psychological concepts. (10 pts.)
3. Hypothesize whether or not the portrayal of psychology is accurate or not. (10 pts.)
4. Provide evidence from lectures or the readings to support your opinion. (15 pts.)
In neither case should you simply summarize (either the arguments or the film plot).  I am looking for evidence that you spent time thinking about each of the issues listed above.  For all of these papers, you should compare and contrast evidence provided in your reading (e.g., Nevid, 2003) with information given in the films.  Specifically, I’ll be looking for your opinions (and support to back them up) on whether or not the film did the true psychological phenomenon justice.
